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fo west Beirut girlswbe escaped unharmed yrben their bedroom ms.imivKaM by « rocket So the 
going, artfllery duds in die Lebanese capftaL. 


Reports conflict over cause 
)f KAL crash near Tripoli 


UPOLI (Agencies) “ Korean 
r Lines (KAL) officfels said 
iday theydtdriQfb^^e their' 
ot was at fault when one of tile 
mpany’s DC-ld jetliners - 
tshed near fog-shrouded Tripo^ 
airport, -killing at least 77 
ople. 

But Libyan authorities de- 
nied the actions of . the air 
iffic controllers who werey 
irking when the plane crashed, 
lursday morning in an olive 
Dve near the airport, 55' 
ometres south of Tripoli. 

There were conflicting reports 
the number of people killed in . 
r crash and also oh the possible 
rse of the accident.' 

The official Libyan news agen- 
JANA and a diplomat at the 
uth Korean embassy in. the 
jyan capital — who identified 
nself only as Mr. Chun — both 
d Thursday that 78. people 
sard the plane died, and Li- 
on officials masted Friday that 
ure was correct. : “ 

rhe officials, .who declined use 
their name, said six people on 
■ ground were also killed when 
: jetliner demolished a house at ■ 


the edge of a lime orchard and hit 
a car on a highway before 
cfosbing in aq ofive grove. JANA . 
had earlier reported four people 
■were killed on the' ground.' ■ . 

Airline officials *ajd Friday in 
Seoul that 71 of the 199 people on 
board the plane were unaccounted 
for and presumed dead. ‘ 

. The wreckage- cut a' swath 50 
metres wide and '500 metres long 
in the grove. The plane came 
down about two kilometres short 
of the runway and about .one 
kilometre to die' left - 
Most of the dead were South 
Korean passengers, JANA said. 

At the central, hospital in 
downtown Tripoli Friday morn- 
ing, representatives of Korean 
companies whose workers were 
aboard the plane tried to* get 1 
information od the injured.' 
JANA S3id more than 110 people 
were hospitalised. . 

. Reporters were not admitted to 
the hospital but airline officials in 
Seoul said 40 of the injured who 
suffered only light bums were 
expected to be released Friday. 

Distraught relatives frustrated 
at incomplete casualty reports 


from the crash kicked and pun- 
ched riot police blocking their 
way ta Seoul’s main airport 
where they planned a sit-in 
Friday. • •’ , . 

‘ Witnesses said about 100 weep- 
ing-. relatives' marched peacefully 
for two hours from a designated 
■KAL emergency' centre to Kimpo. 
international airport four 
kilometres away, but lashed out 
-violently when police stopped 
them entering airport grounds. 

KAL officials said a 14-mem- 
ber medical team with supplies 
left Seoul Friday for Tripoli and 
would return to Seoul with survi- 
vors. 

Also .with the team KAL 
Chairman Cho Choong-Hoon, 
seven KAL investigators, three 
government investigators and five 
officials of construction com- 
panies whose workers were 
aboard the plane. 

Libyan authorities opened an 
investigation into the crash, the 
second of a DC-10 in eight days. 
A United Airlines DC-10 crashed 
July 19 in the midwestern U.S. 
state of Iowa, killing 111 people. 


XUNN (Agencies) — Strik- 
Soviet workers went back to 
ir.jobs at dawn Friday after 
Estonian Republic's govern- 
or agreed , to form a comntis-. 

□ to investigate their com- 
mits of discrimination, the offi- 
I news media reported. . 
Representatives of strikers at 

factories and businesses in the - 
Ionian capital met late Thursr 
i night with Estonian President 
nold Ryiitel who agreed, to! 
m the, com mis sion. .said.Hary . 
3b, a correspondent for Estp- . 
n radio. The .'ethnic Russian' 
rkers have complained that the 
ubiic's Estonian majority is 
ing to deny them voting rights, 
do, a correspondent for Esto- 
n radio. The ethnic Russian 
rkers have complained.that the : 
ublic’s Estonian nuijority is . 
ing to deny them Voting, rights, 
fhere were conflicting repents 
Hit whether the strike had 

ted; ... ’ ■ 

timers’ leaders m the huge, 
abass region of. the eastern 
raine, tbe largcst coal-prodw^ ■- 
any hi the Soviet Union, said 
y did riot regard the strike. as. 


over, but merely suspended while 
the agreement was applied. 

’ “We know full weQ we cannot 
break the system -all at. once,” 
said Vladumr Gorelov; chairman 
of the strike committee- at the 
Kalinin mine' in Donetsk. 

“Moscow gave us guarantees ' 

: — and- we believe they were in., 
good, faith. But virtually none of 
these guarantees - can be applied 
locally, at least under the present* 
rQanagemCTL v 

. * In their eagerness to settle foe. - 
miners’ strife* which spread over . 
two weeks from the Kuzbass id ‘ 
Western Siberia to east and west 
Ukraine, the for north and Soviet 
Central Asia, the' authorities 
made a series of promises. 

These included huge increases 
in suppBes..of food .and. goods to. . 
minin g areas, injections of frinds - 
to improve thing and working . 
conditions and pledges of greater 
local autonomy. - 

But with the whofe country on - 
the brink of economic .collapse, - , 
with growth-fail^, weff befamd- 
planned targets, wages ^facing v 
■ ahead oLprodu^ton and.- a huge . . 


trade deficit with the west, it was 
a mystery' how the Kremlin would 
pay for the deal. 

• Viktor Kucherenko, chairman 
of the Supreme Soviet’s finance 
arid budget commission, put the. 
cost of die settlement at between’ 
.three and 5.5 bfllionroubles ($4.8 
to. $8.8 -biilioh). 

: Gorelov said pent-up frustra- 
tions over miner^ living and 
working conditions, safety proce- 
dures. and: local shortages of food 
and basic ccm^umer goods finally - 
,bo3ed rivet last 'freek at the urine 
causing the 5 ,000-strohg ‘ tfork- , 
force to walk out. ’ ' * 

In Moscow, meanwhile, the 
country’s national legislature 
Thursday gave the three Baltic 
republics of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania their biggest victory yet 
in a struggle for poDtical arid 
economic autonomy. 

The Supreme Soviet approved 
the first of three necessaiy. read- 
ings. of two resolutions that would 
giveffia republics econonricmde- 
peikkmctf fcyJan. i anri free,toem; 
to tjade, with -other Soviet repub- 
lics. *’ • ■ 


BEIRUT -{Agencies) — 
Thousands, of' war-weary 
Lebanese Bed the .inferno of 
Beirut and nearby towns Friday 
after five hours of artillery ana 
rocket barrages .between Syrian- 
backed -Lebanese militiamen and 
troops- arid militias loyal to army 
commander Michel Aoun. 

“What have children done to 
be butchered . like that?” asked 
one of the* refugees. Alia Shami, 
as she loaded the family car. 
Hundreds of vehicles formed con- 
voys carrying frightened civilians 
to safer areas. . 

Security sources said thousands 
. of rockets and shells pounded 
Beirut overnight, as well as near- 
by towns and for-flung' villages in 
the Bekaa Valley, some riO 
kilometres from the capital. 

“An inferno rings one third of 
Lebanon,” said A! Diar newspap- 
er, published in east Beirut. 

Once crowded and lively, 
Beirut has been steadily drained 
of people since mid-March when 
Aoun launched his challenge to 
the Syrian role in the country. 

According to some estimates 
more than three-quarters of the 
residents have flea to other parts 
of the country or beyond, fleeing 


Ihrough Syria and Cyprus. . 

The overnight 'Shelling, 
Beirut’s second night of terror in 
a row, killed seven' people and 
pounded about 80, trapping 
some famili es in blazing build- 
ings. Fighting eased at dawn. 

“All firefighters and rescuers 
are urged to rush to extinguish 
the fires,” the Voice of the 
Homeland Radio said. 

Streets were littered with shat- 
tered glass', broken trees and 
twisted metal from burning cars. 
Power and telephones cables 
hung broken from their pylons, 
and the only traffic in. the city 
centre was emergency vehicles 
and hearses. 

Shelling has increased in in- 
tensity over the last two weeks, 
dashing hopes for Arab League 
efforts to bridge differences be- 
tween Aoun and Syria. 

Despite intensive efforts since 
May, a committee grouping the 
. leaders of Saudi Arabia, Algeria 
and Morocco has failed to con- 
solidate a shaky ceasefire 
arranged by the Arab League 
that month. 

Political ' sources said the 
escalation was meant to exert 
pressure on the foreign ministers 


of the three committee members, 
due tp meet in Morocco 
Saturday. 

Acting Prime Minister Salim 
Hoss. who ■ heads a civilian 
cabinet rivalling Aoun's military 
government, sent a letter to the 
Arab ministers ' asking them to 
stop the bloodshed. 

“Stop this massacre which is 
taking place in the name of li- 
beration, sovereignty and 1.000 
other causes,” Hoss said. 

Almost every neighbourhood 
in the divided capital as well as 
the port city of Jounieh were hit 
“as if by a killer earthquake." 
said a police spokesman. “Ii was 
Beirut's night of horror and 
terror. " 

The eight-hour barrage set off 
fires that burned out of control, 
gutting scores of warehouses, 
shops and apartment buildings. 
Orange flames leaped into The 
night sky as residents cowered in 
basements and bomb shelters. 

New casualties raised the over- 
all toll to 494 dead and 2.014 
injured since the current round of 
civil war fighting erupted March 
8 . 

Police said it was the heaviest 
shelling duel in the four-month 


confrontation “in terms of fire- 
power used and destruction 
wreaked." 

It started at S p.m. (17(H) 
GMT) Thursday, when gunners 
in west Beirut and north Lebanon 
joined forces to blast Jounieh. 
east Beirut and the port of 
Byblos. 

Aoun's forces struck back at 
Syrian positions with 155-mm 
howitzers and their allies from 
the Lebanese Forces, the main 
rightist militia, opened up indis- 
criminately against west Beirut. 
The shelline tapered off at 4 a.m. 
(0100 GMt) Friday. 

People emerged from bunkers 
in the morning to take stock of 
the losses and clean up debris. 
Supermarkets were jammed with 
shoppers buying food and bottled 
water, anticipating another bom- 
bardment. 

"Is this apocalypse?” won- 
dered Hisham-Sinno. a grocer 
whose shop was blown to smithe- 
reens. “I’m destroyed. I have no 
source of income left." 

"Let them all roast in hell, 
those who are roasting Beirut." 
said Albert Tawil, a bank em- 
ployee in east Beirut. "I wish one 
dav I'll drink their blood." 


An electric tools warehouse in 
west Beirut's Sadat district Mazed 
from midnight to midday. Fire 
engines were unable to battle the 
blaze because of water shortage. 
Smoke blackened the facades of 
neighbouring apartment build- 
ings. 

"We're being killed in our 
beds... Beirut i> being massacred 
and no one in the Arab World or 
the outside world seems to care." 
said an announcer on the Voice 
of Lebanon, radio, his own voice 
choking with emotion. 

From its Tunis headquarters, 
the Arab League issued an appeal 
for (he shelling to stop no its 
mediators could resume (heir 
task. 

"This hlinJ and bloody fighting 
must cease immediately, to save 
Lebanon by clearing the way for 
the three-member Arab commit- 
tee to follow up its attempts to 
end discord." Secretary General 
Chadli KJihi said m a statement. 

When the three heads of state 
last met in Algeria at the end of 
June, they said they wanted to 
see the fighting ended before 
convening Lebanon's parliament 
at a neutral venue abroad. 


PLO denies any shift in stand on election plan 


Estonia strike ends, but 
nany questions unanswered 


TUNIS' (Agencies) — The Pales-' 
tine Liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) conditions for-agreeing to 
a 'proposal for elections in the 
occupied -territories^ as conveyed 
by a Soviet official -and other 
intermediaries;, have not changed; 
.from-its publicly stated positions, 
a spokesman said Friday. 

Ahmad Abdul Rahman, the 
PLO spokesman, said in a tele- 
phone interview with the AP in 
Tunis that news reports of a 
softened stance were “fabricated 
by the Israeli leadership.” 

“The PLO position is that we 
are for elections but in the con- 
text of a comprehensive settle- 
ment.” Abdul Rahman said. The 
PLO wants this complete settle-, 
ment to specify that the final 
result, of -negotiations will be an 
independent Palestinian state, he • 
said. • 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
lias suggested frequently that, the 
peace plan drawn up for Namibia 
could be used as a model, with at 
least a partial withdrawal of the 
occupying military force, interna- 


Yazov 

rekindles 

controversy 

LONDON (R) — Soviet Defence 
Minister Dmitry Yazov. renewed 
an arms control controversy with 
the United States Friday by warn- 
ing that Moscow would resume - 
producing a banned missile if the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion’s (NATO) short-range Lance 
rocket was upgraded. 

Winding up a four-day visit to 
Britain, Yazov attacked U.S. 
plans to produce a new longer- 
range missile to ■replace the 
ageing Lance, saying this would 
violate the two countries’ 1987 
mtennediate-range endear forces 
(INF) treaty. 

If die United States did manu- 
facture it, he told London’s Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, 
the Soviet Union would restart 
production of the SS-23. a missile 
of which it is currently destroying 
all stocks, as stipulated by the 
INF pact. 


tionaljy supervised elections, and 
. a 27-month timetable guaran- 
teeing independence on a specific 
date. . . ■ »* . 

• Israeli Prime Minister Yi tzhak 
Shamir has proposed elections -in 
which the Palestinians' in - the . 
occupied West Bank', and Gaza 
Strip would choose representa- 
tives to negotiate an interim self- 
rule plan,- with talks to be held 
later on the “final status” of the 
territories. 

Shamir has made dear that the 
PLO's conditions are unaccept- 
able, and says be would refuse to 
deal with the -PLO. 

Labour Party legislators in 
Israel have said a softened PLO 
position has been set out in a 
U.S. government document. An 
Israeli official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity , said Wednes- 
day that the document was re- 
layed to Israel by Soviet Middle 
East envoy Gennady Tenasov, 
who met an aide to Vice-Premier 
Shimon Peres after holding-talks 
earlier with Arafat. 

In Washington, State Depart- 


ment spokeswoman . Margaret 
Tutweiler denied that such a 
memorandum -existed. 

"The United States is working on a 
realistic approach -to elections, and 
we believe there is -serious engage- 
ment on the Shamir election propos- 
■ al’” Tutwiler told reporters. “Beyond 
that. I'm not going to characterise 
anyone else’i position.” 

Asked if she- meant that the PLO 
was pursuing more seriously than 
before talks with the United States on 
the elections plan, she refused to cite 
a specific party. 

• Tutwiler made the statement a day 
after U.S. Ambassador Robert Pel- 
letreau held another in a series of 
meetings with PLO officials. 

But she said sbe did not mean to 
suggest the hour-long talks in Tunis 
with PLO representative Hakim 
Balawi had reached a new level. 

Tutwiler said Wednesday the PLO 
had proposed a Dumber of conditions 
that would make progress on the 
elections plan impossible. 

One condition is the demand for an 
independent Palestinian state. She 
refused to name any others. 

Israeli newsp a pers and ■ the New 
York Times also reported Thursday 
that the PLO had softened its condi- 
tions for elections. 


Jamil Hilal. director of the PLO 
information department in Tunis, cal- 
led the reports “complete rubbish." 

Tutwiler also appeared to call the 
reports into question. 

“Frequently in the Middle East 
there are press reports which may or 
may not characterise accurately a 
party's position. History shows that 
one should not base judgments, poli- 
cies. or actions on what may be 
inaccurate or unauthorised state- 
ments. We deal with official state- 
ments and actions as they are relayed 
to us through official channels." she 
said. 

Abdul Rahman confirmed Friday 
that Tcrrasov met fust with Arafat, 
then with a Peres aide, but said he 
relayed the well-established PLO 
conditions for accepting elections. 

The PLO spokesman said Israeli 
leaders were behind the reports of a 
softened stance “so they can say to 
the Americans that the PLO is com- 
ing to their position... Mr. Shamir is 
trying to win time." 

Senior PLO official Saiah Khalaf 
has said the group has not authorised 
anyone to negotiate with the Israeli 
government, the Kuwait daily AJ 
Watan reported Friday. 

“The PLO did not authorise any 
Palestinian inside the occupied terri- 


tories to negotiate with the Israeli 
government.” Khalaf said in an inter- 
view with Al Watan. 

Khalaf was commenting on reports 
that Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip who met with Shamir 
did so on instructions from the PLO 
leadership. 

Al Watan quoted Khalaf as saying 
the PLO leadership "did not ask the 
four Palestinians who met the Israeli 
prime minister recently to do so." 

He said the PLO “is against allow- 
ing any party outside the legitimate 
institutions the power to open talks 
with the Israelis under any droimst-- 
ances.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens defended contacts with Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territories Fri- 
day. saying failure to consult them 
was one ot Israel's greatest mistakes 
of the past two decades 

Arens, considered a hardline 
member of the coalition government, 
ridiculed political rivals further to the 
right who had criticised the govern- 
ment's talks with Palestinians. 

“It is hard for me to understand the 
logic of anyone who says we must stay 
in the territory. . . to live together with 
this Arab population but not to speak 
with them,” Arens told army radio. 



Heavy turnout in Iran 





Dmitri Yazov 

Referring to the SS-23 by its 
Russian name Oka, Yazov said: 
“If we e limin ate this Oka, and 
then the Americans begin to 
build Lances with a range up to 
500 kilometres, we will be forced 
to a gain make this Oka.” 

The INF treaty banned all U.S. 
and Soviet ground-launched nuc- 
lear missiles with a range of 500 
to 5,500 kilometres. 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Parlia- 
ment Speaker Hasbemi Rafsan- 
jani appeared set to be elected 
the Islamic Republic’s fourth 
president Friday by Iranians who 
believe be can revitalise the mori- 
bund economy and ease the 
hardship of 10 years of revolution 
and war. 

Interior Minister Ali Akbar 
Mohtashemi reported that voting 
was so heavy that many of the 
26,000 polling booths across the 
country were to stay open an 
extra seven hours until midnight 
(2030 GMT). Some polling sta- 
tions were reported to have run 
out of ballot papers. 

Mohtashemi, a hardlin- 
er, claimed in a television inter- 
view that his security agencies 
bad foiled plots by opposition 
groups “backed by global arro- 
gance,” the Iranian "epithet for 
the Umted States and its allies, to 
disrupt the voting. But be did not 
elaborate. 

There was no estimate of how 


many of Iran’s 25 million electo- 
rate turned out to vote in the 
stifling summer heat. Anyone 
aged 16 or over can vote. 

Some 17 million voted in last 
year’s parliamentary elections 
and the last presidential poll in 
1985, when Iran was locked in its 
eight-year war with Iraq. 

Iranian Television showed a 
long queue waiting to vote at a 
south Tehran polling station set 
up next to the gold-domed tomb 
of supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, who died 
last month. 

Radio and television stations 
played over and over a jingle 
exorting people to vote. 

Iran's post-Khomeini leaders 
are hoping for a large turnout of 
the 24 million eligible voters to 
show that enthusiasm for the Isla- 
mic republic has outlived its 
founder. 

As well as electing a new 
president. Iranians are being 
asked to endorse constitutional 


changes making him the govern- 
ment's chief executive and abo- 
lishing the post of prime minister. 

Rafcanjani, 55, was so confi- 
dent of victoiy that he did not 
bother campaigning. 

His only challenger is former 
Agriculture Minister Abass 
Sheibani, 58. a one-time student 
activist against the Shaw in the 
1940s. He spent 13 years in prison 
before the revolution toppled the 
Shah. 

There was no official word on 
when the results of the two bal- 
lots will be announced. 

Prime Minister Hussein Musa- 
vi. an early voter in the capital, 
said: "The participation is fantas- 
tic in some of the polling stations 
I've visited in Tehran... just as we 
expected. " 

The radical Musavi will lose his 
job in the expected approval of 
constitutional changes that prop- 
ose scrapping the post of premier 
and centralising authority in the 
presidency. 


Hashimoto emerges as potential Uno successor 


•TOKYO (Agencies) — 
Ryu taro Hashimoto, secretary- 
genera] of Japan’s ruling Liber- 
al. Democratic Paxy (LDP), has 
emerged as leading- contender - 
to* succeed/ Prime Minister 
Sosuke Uno, semdr party'meip- ’ 
beis said Friday. * ’*• 

Uno, disgraced by allegations 
that he paid a geisha for sex, 
announced Monday that he 
would quit to take responsibil- 
ity for the LDFs worst, ever 
electoral defeat last Sunday in 
which it lost its majority in the 
upper bouse. 

Hashimoto has not yet made 
a formal announcement that he . 
will be a candidate in the . ballot 
Xug. 8 among foe Tilling party’s 
403 Inembers of parliament for • 


a new party president. 

. The -LDP’s leader becomes 
prime minister tty virtue of the 
party’s majority in the -lower, 


Ao LDP elder took himself' 
out of the running, for prime 
minister, ..strengthening the 
chance that Hashimoto will 
reach the nation’s highest 
office. 

In an interview with the AP 
Hashimoto said little about his 
Own possible candidacy, but 
said toe search for a party chief 
who will lead the nation had to 
be “as transparent as possible.” 
Speculation centred on 
Hashimoto, whose stature has 
.been gainihg fast in -the con- . 
seryatiyg party .in* the past .two' 


.months, while Uno's leadership 
was cut short by the scandal 
over allegations he kept paid 
■ mistresses. ' 

Oh Friday, former Deputy 

* Prime - Minister Shin . Kane- 
, maru, .75, .who' had been viewed 
' as a rtyal to’ Hashimoto. said be 

had no intention of becoming 
prime minister. '■■,*’ 
Hashimoto's chances were 
further bolstered when former 
Finance*' Minister": Kiichi 
Miyazawa; who controls, toe 
third’ largest /action in the par- 
ty, also said he referred to have 
a "young, arid progressive" per- 
son head toe. party and the 
government.' 

* Hashimoto;- the youngest 

* secretary general ever, said he 


would not comment about his 
candidacy because he was help- 
ing choose the next leader. 

A party official, speaking 
anonymously, said “leaders 
seem to be trying to build con- 
sensus within the party over 
Hashimoto and 1 have not 
heard anyone express strong 
opposition so far.” 

But. he said, some party 
elders insist it is “premature for 
the’ party to give power to such 
a young politician (as Hashimo- 
to) in such a turbulent time.” 
For decades, Japan’s prime 
ministers have been men in 
their middle 60s- or older who 
reached the office after a steady 
apprenticeship through a suc- 
cession of increasingly impor- 


tant cabinet and party posts. 
Hashimoto. in parliament since 
he was 26. has not held top 
cabinet posts such as the fi- 
nance portfolio, and he became 
party secretary general, the 
number two political post, only 
in June. 

Hashimoto was the most ac- 
tive campaigner for last Sun- 
day's election, making some 90 
appearances during toe 14-day 
campaign while Uno stayed in 
.the background. 

Uno was virtually hand-pick- 
ed by former Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshira behind 
closed doors after Takeshita 
resigned to take responsibility 
for a widespread influence-ped- 
dling scandal. 







Middle East News 



aelis abduct 



i'lte leader 


BEIRUT (AP) — An Israeli 
commando force Friday kidnap- 
ped Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid, 
Iran’s closest ally in South Leba- 
non, who was reportedly involved 
in the abduction of American 
Lieutenant-Colonel WiUiam R. 
Higgins. 

Police said Obeid. 33, a Shi’ite 
Muslim, was kidnapped from his 
second-floor apartment in the vil- 
lage of Jibchit. 18 kilometres 
north of [he border with Israel. 

Obeid is reputed to be the 
spiritual guide of Hizbollah (Par- 
ty of God) in South Lebanon. 

However, he has repeatedly 
denied any links with the pro- 
Iranian group which is affiliated 
with factions holding most of the 
17 foreign hostages in Lebanon. 

Security sources in South Leba- 
non. speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said Higgins was 
briefly held at Obeid's apartment 
after * his abduction in South 
Lebanon Feb. 17. 1988. 

One source said the late leader 
of the mainstream Shi'ite Amai 
militia in Sourh Lebanon. Daoud 
Daoud. sent “a group of his 
followers to obtain Higgins’ re- 
lease from Obeid's apartment, 
but the force was encircled by 
Hizbollah gunmen, stripped of its 
weapons and sent back." 

The source said Higgins’ kid- 
nappers, the Organisation of the 
Oppressed on Earth, later took 
the American marine out of Jib- 
chit to another village in South 
Lebanon and then to the slums of 
South Beirut. 

Daoud and Mahmoud Faqih, 
another Amai leader, were assas- 
sinated by unknown gunmen in 
South Beirut's seaside suburb of 
Ouzai Sept. 22 , 1988. Amai 
blamed the killing on Hizbollah. 

The two had led a four-day 
crackdown by Amai on Hizbollah 
in South Lebanon in April 1988. 

Higgins. 44, headed an obser- 
ver group attached to the United 
Nations peacekeeping force in 
Lebanon at the time of his 
abduction. He was kidnapped 


near Daoud’s base in the south- 
ern port of Tyre. 

Obeid negotiated the safe with- 
drawal of Hizbollah gunmen and 
allied Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards from Jibchit, when the 
village of 18,000 residents was 
besieged by Amai after the kid- 
nappers moved Higgins to 
another hideout. 

Higgins' kidnapping was be- 
lieved to be a major factor behind 
Antal's crackdown in the south, 
which left 62 dead and ISO 
wounded. 

A police spokesman said an 
Israeli helicopter landed a com- 
mando force about three 
kilometre west of Jibchit at 1 a.m. 
(2200 GMT Thursday). 

He said a force of about 12 
commandoes “walked into Jib- 
chit. encircled Sheikh Obeid's 
three-storey building on the east- 
ern edge of the village.'’ 

The spokesman said “someone 
with the Israelis spoke Arabic. 
They knocked on the door and 
someone from the Sheikh's fami- 
ly opened. 

"The Israelis quickly moved in 
pointing silencer-equipped pistols 
at the Sheikh, his cousin Ahmad 
Obeid and Majid Fahs, a friend 
who was staying with them.’’ 

“Sheikh Obeid's 25-year-old 
wife, Mona, was locked in one of 
the rooms, her hands tied up and 
mouth plastered,” the spokesman 
added. 

As the Israeli force was leaving 
with the three men. a neighbour. 
Hussein Abu Zeid, “apparently 
heard some noise and opened his 
door to find out what was hap- 
pening. They shot him in the head 
and he died instantly.” the 
spokesman added. 

He said the Israelis also “lock- 
ed the room where Sheikh 
Obeid's three sons and two 
daughters were sleeping. They 
didn't hurt the children." 

Abu Zeid’s family informed 
the Amai militia, in charge of 
security in Jibchit, of the kidnap- 
ping, the spokesman said. 



A Palestinian youth holds op stones as he stands on a main Arab Jerusalem street in front of burning tyres. 

Chief rabbinate: Israel forbidden to withdraw 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Israel’s chief 
rabbis issued a religious ruling 
saying that under Jewish law 
Israel is forbidden to withdraw 
from the occupied West Bank, a 
spokesman said Friday. 

In response, a left-leaning reli- 
gious legislator accused the chief 
rabbinate of interfering in poli- 
tics. and another politician called 
for an investigation of the coun- 
try's highest religious body. 

In the one-page published Fri- 
day, Israel’s chief rabbis argued 
that “pikuach nefesb,” a central 
idea in Judaism saying that saving 
life overshadows other religious 
commandments, does not stipu- 
late occupied territories should 
be abandoned. 

Rabbinate spokesman Eitan 
Aizman interpreted the ruling 
this way: “The chief rabbis are 
saying: it is a religious command- 
ment to retain the land of Israel 
in our hands." 

Israeli media reports said the 
ruling was issued in response to a 
statement by Israel's former chief 
rabbi Ovadiya Yosef, who told 


.Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak last week that halacha, or the 
body of Jewish religions teaching, 
justifies a land compromise as a 
matter of saving lives. 

The chief rabbis* ruling refer- 
red only to “Judea and Samaria,” 
Israel’s names for the West Bank, 
and did not mention the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

It was published a day after 
Israel's Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir made a first-thumping 
speech to a group of leading 
rabbis for retaining all occupied 
territories. 

“It's possible to reach peace 
without, heaven forbid, giving up 
a grain, of the holy land of our 
forefathers,” Shamir declared. 
“Peace is not a monopoly of the 
traitors, concession-makers and 
defeatists." 

The chief rabbinate said that 
prior to Israel's creation in 1948, 
some rabbis thought the country 
should not come into being be- 
cause that way, bloodshed could 
be avoided and lives saved. 


But already in 1948, it said, 
“the chief rabbinate and most of 
the rabbis... ruled it was a Torah 
commandment to conquer the 
‘land of Israel 1 and hold on to it. 
We are also commanded to fight 
for it, and we should not abandon 
it because of Arab threats of 
bloodshed, since such is the way 
of the holy war." 

The rabbinate said it was “sur- 
prised and sorrowful" because 
Jews could tell a “non-Jewish 
ruler: we are obliged by law to 
bold on to ‘Judea and Samaria’ 
but you are prepared to kill Jews 
if we don’t withdraw. Therefore, 
we have to withdraw. 

Furthermore, it said, the claim 
of saving lives “obliges us not to 
retreat from the holders we hold 
today... withdrawal of the Israeli 
army may increase the danger of 
fatal at tacks from the abandoned 
territory.” 

The chief rabbinate is presided 
over by Israel's two chief rabbis, 
Mordechai Eliahu representing 
Sephardi Jews from Middle 
Eastern countries and Avraham 


Shapiro representing Ashkenasi 
Jews from Europe and America. 

Sephardis and Ashkenasis have 
separate religious traditions. 

Both the chief rabbis are highly 
respected religious arbiters. 

Asked whether the ruling was 
decisive, rabbinate spokesman 
Aizman said: “There is an argu- 
ment about this in tile country 
and it will continue." 

Elazar Granot, a leader of the 
leftist Mapam Party, responded 
by demanding a governmental 
probe to determine whether the 
ruling “wasn’t an explicit and 
-serious deviation from the (rab- 
binate's) authority and whether 
proper sanctions shouldn’t be 
taken against this deviation." 

Abraham Burg, a religious 
legislator from the Labour Party 
and the son of former Interior 
Minister Yosef Borg,- charged 
that the rabbinate “became part 
of the political es tablishm ent and 
somehow lost its spiritual author- 
ity, becoming a pawn in the poli- 
tical game.” 



fsanjani, ‘ the shark/ cements hold on power 


By Ed Blanche 

The Associated Press 

NICOSIA — Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani. the overwhelming 
favourite to become the fourth 
president of the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran, is known to his 
countrymen as “kuseh” the 
shark. 

Some say this is because of 
his political ruthlessness and 
cunning, as well as business 
acumen that has made him a 
millionaire, that he masks be- 
iiiud a smile and a sly wit. 

Others attribute it to his lack 
of facial hair, revealing his 
Mongolian ancestry, in a nation 
where beards are the badge of 
revolutionary manhood. 

Ral'san jam's near-certain 
election is likely to cement the 
55-yea r-uld charismatic cleric's 
hold cm power following the 
death of his mentor. Ayarollah 
Ruhellah Khomeini. June 3. 

His partnership with Ayatol- 
lah Afi Khamenei. Khomeini's 
successor as religious leader 
and Rafsanjani's predecessor as 
president, is seen by many as 
signalling a new era in Iranian 
politics. 

Both men advocate rebuild- 
ing bridges with the West, a 
move stymied in February 
when Khomeini decreed a 
death sentence on British au- 
thor Salman Rushdie for 
allegedly blaspheming Islam in 
his novel. "The Satanic Verses" 
and plunged Iran into a new 
confrontation with the West. 

Constitutional reforms due 


for approval in a national re- 
ferendum. being held at the 
same time as the election, give 
the presidency more powers 
than it has had since the 1979 
revolution. Thus Rafsanjani 
will wield far greater influence 
than his predecessors. 

Rafsanjani is a Hojatoleslam, 
or middle-ranking cleric, and 
has been a central figure in 
Khomeini's revolution. He was 
jailed for several years under 
the late Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi before he was toppled 
in 1979. 

He is reported to have sur- 
vived several assassination 
attempts since then and to have 
crushed his rivals with brutal 
efficiency. 

Like many Iranian leaders, 
who have seen their peers killed 
in the revolution’s political 
maelstrom. Rafsanjani moves 
around Tehran in an armour- 
plated limousine and is con- 
stantly surrounded by body- 
guards. 

He dominated the Majlis, 
Iran’s parliament, after it was 
formed in 1980 and built up 
strong support among the 
350.000-strong Revolutionary 
Guards Corps, which he briefly 
commanded, and Iran’s critical 
power centres. 

Rafsanjani was close to 
Khomeini throughout the re- 
volutionary patriarch's 10 
turbulent years as Iran's leader. 
For much of that time, he was 
the second most powerful fi- 
gure in the country. 


Abolhassan Bani-Sadr, Iran's 
first president who was forced 
to flee when hardliners turned 
on him in 1981, said before 
Khomeini died that Rafsanjani 
ingratiated himself with the Ira- 
nian leader by playing the court 
jester. 

“He’s a man who makes peo- 
ple laugh.” Bani-Sadrsaid in an 
interview in exile in France. 
“It’s a great art. He uses this to 
gain his objectives.” 

Bani-Sadr said his erstwhile 
revolutionary colleague is a 
Machiavellian figure. 

‘Thirst for power* 

“He's a political animal,” he 
said. “He's not brilliant as an 
organiser and he doesn’t have 
too many original ideas, but 
he's a manipulator and he’s 
highly intelligent,” Bani-Sadr 
said.' 

Rafsanjani played a crucial 
role in giving the Islamic re- 
volution "direction in its early 
days and during the eight-year 
war with Iraq. 

His rise was rapid under 
Khomeini's mantle, faelled by a 
thirst for power, according to 
diplomats and others who know 
him. 

During the war, Rafsanjani 
was Khomeini's representative 
on the nine-man Supreme De- 
fence Council, which deter- 
mined military strategy. 

In June last year, Khomeini 
gave him control of military 
affairs, charging him with the 


task of reversing Iran’s defeats 
in the war and welding its disspi- 
rited and fractious f ^rces into 
an effective figl.Ung machine. 

Ever tuned to the popular 
mood, diplomats said Rafsan- 
jani had for some time per- 
ceived a growing war weari- 
ness among Iran's 50 million 
people and believed that con- 
tinuing the conflict was futile. 

Khomeini’s obsessive hostil- 
ity towards Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein made peace im- 
possible. 

But when Rafsanjani saw just 
how bad a shape the military 
was in, he was able to finally 
convince Khomeini to accept to 
United Nations-sponsored 
ceasefire in July 1988. It took 
effect a month later. 

“Rafsanjani, a conservative 
in social and economic policy, is 
a radical when it comes to the 
issue of exercising power by 
revolutionary institutions,” Ira- 
nian exile Amin Taheri, former 
editor of Tehran’s mass-circula- 
tion Kayhan daily, wrote in a 
recent book. 

He said Rafsanjani was “a 
master of intrigue and a capable 
tactician” who was spotted as a 
future strongman by Western 
intelligence agencies as early as 
1983. 

To many Western leaders, 
Rafsanjani represents the more 
acceptable face of the Islami c 
revolution because be believes 
Iran cannot carry out the mam- 
moth task of post-war recon- 
struction without help and that 


most Iranians are weary of 
being pariahs to much of the 
world. 

If the Americans have 
viewed Rafsanjani as a “moder- 
ate,” a term that was little real 
meaning in the Byzantine 
Isbyriath of Iranian politics, his 
track record shows him to be 
firiniy committed to the revolu- 
tion and its spread. 

But it is his pragmatism — 
some call it opportunism — that 
sets him apart from most of his 
peers. 

Rafsanjani was at the centre 
of the clandestine arms-for-bos- 
tages deal with the United 
States in 1985-86 and was left 
dangerously exposed when it 
was uncovered as his rivals 
sought to discredit him. 

But, displaying the political 
agility he has used to survive 
Iran’s often bloody in-fighting, 
he emerged on top. 

Rafsanjani often delivers the 
sermon at the Friday prayer 
sessions at Tehran University. 

Glitching the barrel of an 
automatic rifle, his white tur- 
ban tilted roguishly back on his 
bead, he speaks tor hours with- 
out notes. Unlike other speak- 
ers, he peppers his sermons 
with jokes. 

He was born Aug. 25, 1934, 
in the village of Behraman in 
Rafsanjan province, on the 
edge of Iran’s central desert. 
His father was a pistachio far- 
mer of moderate means. 

He was educated at the 
theological seminary in the holy 



H ashe m i Rafsanjani 

dty of Qom, where be first 
came to the attention of one of 
his instructors, Khomeini. 

He joined Khomeini’s 
opposition to the monarchy and 
helped organise anti-Shah riots 
in 1963. He was imprisoned 
several times after Khomeini 
was exiled to Iraq and claims he 
was tortured. 

Rafsanjani helped mould die 
network of mullahs that be- 
came Khomeini’s revolutionary 
underground. He went to Leba- 
non in 1975 to liaise with other 
opposition groups. 

He would later turn on them, 
as he did with Bani-Sadr, after 
the revolution was won and the 
mullahs began to systematically 
eliminate leftists, liberal and 
nationalists. 
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Mauritania accuses 

war mo ves 



NOUAKCHOTT (Agencies) — • 
Mauritania has accused neigh- 
bouring Senegal of preparing for 
war and of sending armed men 
across the border to attack civi- 
lians. 

“Certain events lead us to die 
conclusion that Senegal is prepar- 
ing to wage war against Maurita- 
nia.” the Information Ministry 
said in a statement in Nouakchott 
Thursday. 

In April a minor dispute over 
grazing rights on rite border be- 
tween. die West African states 
erupted inot ethnic violence, 
leaving hundreds dead and creat- 
ing thousands of refugees. 

Senegalese officials say incur- 
sions into Mauritania are. by re- 
fugees trying to recover livestock 
and possessions which they were 
prevented from taking with them. 

The Mauritanian statement 
said -Senegal was preparing inter- 
national opinion, for an attack, 
referring to remarks by Sene- 
galese President Abdou Dfcmf on 
French radio earlier this month. 

Diouf reasserted Senegal’s 
claim to the fertile north bank of 
the Senegal River which sepa- 
rates the countries. The land is 
viral in a region which is fast 
disappearing under the en- 
croaching Sahara Desert. 

The Nouakchott statement said 
Senegalese soldiers bad been 
coining into Mauritanian territory 
north of the river “to kill peaceful 
citizens.” 

It said last week's letter by 
Senegal to the U.N. Security 
Council , accusing Mauritania of 
expelling members of its own 
black minority, was “d scarcely 
veiled way of saying the peace 
would be disturbed between 
Mauritania and Senegal.” 

An appeal Sunday by Amnesty 
International accusing Maurita- 
nian security forces of torture, 
jrfflmp and arbitrary arrests was 
also “a sign of the preparation of 
this aggression,” the statement 
said. 

After the worst of the violence 
died down m April, Senegal re- 


chat large numbers of 

slack Mauritanians were arriving, 
saying, ttey. had been deponed 
from their homeland. 

About 20 percent MauritaaiaY 
two miffioo people are black, 
with the others mostly Arabs and 
Berbers. Nearly, all of; Senegal's 
6- 7 million people , are hlackT 

Senegal wrote to the Security 
Council last week saying about 
26,000 people “haveb^endtiven 
from tbefr own country soldy by 
reason of .their ethnic origin." 

Mauritania replied in ft state- 
ment Ttaesday that, the Sears 
gaJese authorities were '* refusing 
to accept their own naikmalsre- 
- patristed from Mauritania, under 
the faUadoas pretext tbat they 
are Negro- African Mauritanians, 
against all the evidence." ‘ 

Aid far Mauritimla 

Mauritania is to receive $17 
minion in emergen? aid to hdp 
resettle 200,000 refugees from the 
rioting in Scnegal. a Mauritanian 
government minister said in 
Paris. 

Mo u staphs OdJcJ Abcider- 
rahnaan e. minister for planning 
and employment. said the United 
States, Japan, France and the 
European Community (EG) had 
pledged most of the aid in the 
form of food, medicine and other 
essential items. ■ - . . - 

All but 30,000 refugees had 
now left temporary camps, he 
said. 

Many of those remaining were 
Senegalese who had been mis- 
taken for Mauritanians am! sing- 
led out for attack because of their 
light skins, names or way of- life, 
he said. „ 

Mauritania appealed for help 
in resettlement at a meeting of 
aid donors under the auspices of 
the World Bank. These donors — 
including leading industrial na- 
tions, Arab funds and foe World 
Bank — agreed in principle- to 
provide up to $2 00 tnflfion for 
public investments. 


Iranian diplomat 
describes Vienna attack 


NICOSIA (AP) — An Iranian 
diplomat wounded in the shoot- 
ing of Kurdish rebel leader Abdul 
Rahman Qassemion in Vienna 
two weeks ago gave his first 
account of the incident Thursday 
saying only one assailant was 
involved, Tehran Radio said. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Mohammad 
Jaafari Sahraroodi as saying Qas- 
semlon, leader of the outlawed 
Kurdish Democratic Party (KDP) 
of Iran, was to answer certain 
questions put forth by the Iranian 
government during the July 13 
meeting. 

He claimed that Qassemlou, 
59. had requested permission to 
return to Iran and an amnesty for 
Some Ir anian Kurds. 

KDP officials have admitted 
that Qassemlou had been nego- 
tiating with Tehran, holding two 
sessions with Iranian diplomats in 
December and January. 

They charted Tehran had set 
Qassemlou's death trap. Iraq and 
Iran’s main opposition group, 
Mujahedeea-e-Khaiq, also have 
accused Iran of killing Qas- 
semion. 

Tehran has blamed Iraq. It said 
Iraqi agents killed Qassemlou to 
block a rapprochement between 
Tehran and Iranian Kurds, tradi- 
tionally backed by Iraq. 

One of two .aides killed with 
Qassemion was FadhO Rassoul, 
an Iraqi Kurd with Austrian 
citizenship. Sahraroodi described 
Rassoul as a “Muslim intellectual 
and a friend of the Islamic re- 
public.” 

Sahraroodi was shot in die 
month. He first was treated in 
"Vienna and flown tins week to 
Tehran. . 
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Tehran Radio said he was still 
.recovering at a hospital, bat that 
he is now able to talk. 

It quoted him as saying Qas- 
semlou “had realised after 10 
years of opposing the Islamic 
republic that negotiating with 
Iran was in his best interest.’’ 

“It was third meeting, at which 
we were to pose some questions 4 
and Q assemi o n was to answer 
them.. It was about 7:10p.m., and 
dose to the end of the meeting, ” 
Sahraroodi said. 

‘The flat was very small, and l 
was sitting directly in front of the 
door. Suddenly an assailant burst 
foe door open, and in a split 
second he shot me in the mouth. 

As I was falling to the ground, I 
was shot again twice in the aim. 

“I hit the floor, my head hit a 
sofa,” he said. 

“I remember only that I was 
bleeding severely from the mouth 
and the neck. It took me 20 or 25 
minutes to recover. I struggled to 
the street downstairs, where I was 
helped by passersby and taken to 
hospital, he said. 

The Austrian police has issued ’ 
an arrest warrant for two Ira- v 
nians. One of them has been 
identified as Amir Mansour 
Bozorgian, a member of the Ira- 
nian negotiating team. Tire other 
has not been identified. Tehran 
has -protested the action: 

The Kxxrds are an ethnic minor- 
ity of some 28 millioa firing in 
Turkey, Iran and Iraq and .in 
small enclaves of about 500,000' 
each in 'Syria and the Soviet 
Union. 

Iraqi, Ir anian and Turkish 
Kurds are seeking autonomy 
from the central governments. 
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S”3 °P qi vtfonmaifaj strategies and following up on foe 
national environmental strategy. * ■ ■ 

The ^ commits heU its first meeting on AprB 4,1989, presided 
wwpy the minister of rand and mmirijMl affairs, and the 
sMoteneKS during which it was decided that aO relevant 
institutions in both the private and pabfic sectors must take part in 

preparing the strategy. 

The project was launched Toflowfng six months of intensive 
5“™**™ whlch tbe USAID contributed thesorn of $8(8.000 with 
tftejordaman government contributing JD 68.000. 

pise nssions of the meeting wffl <fa»l with? Antiquities mid 
cuttora! resources; atmosphere and air quality; marine 

issues; energy and minerals; population and settlements; surface 
™ ground water; vBdfife nnrf h wMtw f, as well as agriculture. 

Attending the opening of the meeting wffl be MbWer of Rural 
and Municipal Affairs and the Environment Yousef Hamrian A1 
Jabr, Mr. Awad AJ Tal, undersecretary of the aditt yl and Dr. 
S nfia o A1 Tal, director of the Department of Envhumnesit. 
^^Opening speeches wffl be delivered by tbe minister and by Dr. 

Queen Noor is the honorary president of the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature. 

On Oct. 6, 1988, Queen Noor was the dtsttognsfaed guest at the 
celebration of the IUCN’s 40th anniversary in Paris.' She delivered 
a spe ech an d was awarded the title of “Patron of IUCN” for her 
distinguished efforts in the conservation of the world's natural 
resources. 



Minister of Coltnre end Information. JNasonh Al Majaii Thursday 
presents a iB plnnn to one of the graduates at Hittin Community 
College. . 

Majaii stresses importance 
of citizens in development 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
and Culture Minister Nasouh Al 
Majaii Thursday said that the 
Jordanian citizens lie at the heart 
of the development and building 
process of the country, and that 
the national education policy has 
been based ou this concept. 

Addressing the fourth batch of 
graduates from Hittin Commun- 
ity College at a special ceremony 
held at the college Thursday, 

Majaii said that Jordan is the 
offspring of the Great Arab Re- 
volt, which sought Arab unity 
and independence. 

“It is from this pan-Arab 
approach that the unity of the 
Arab people ou both sides of the 
River Jordan was achieved in 
1950." 

Majaii called on the graduates 
to work towards developing their 


country and people and em- 
ploying their knowledge and 
skills in the best interest of their 
country. 

He called on them to be opti- 
mistic about the future, to pre- 
serve their original heritage and 
traditions, to rally behind their 
country's leadership, and to wort 
"for achieving its objectives. 

Tbe college dean, Mohammad 
Suwwan, congratulated the 
graduates and called on them to 
be faithful and dedicated soldiers 
of their country and stressed the 
importance of their interaction 
with tbe local comm unity. 

At the end of the celebration, 
Majaii presented the 412 gradu- 
ates with their diplomas also pre- 
senting special awards to those 
who excelled in their studies. 


GUVS to build Madaba 
rehabilitation centre 


MADABA (Petra) — The 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) will build a 
rehabilitation centre for handicap- 
ped people in Madaba at the cost 
of JD 50,000 and a tender has 
been already awarded to a local 
construction firm to cany out the . 
project, according to Madaba 
District Governor Khalil 
Khreisat. 

Khreisat said that the projected 
centre will have sit rooms and 
workshops for the rehabilitation 


of handicapped children from aD 
areas around Madaba. 

GUVS will finance the training 
programmes for the handicapped 
children in cooperation with tbe 
local Saladdin Charitable Society 
which has provided a 10-dunum 
plot of land for the centre, 
Khreisat noted. 

He said that GUVS will also 
purchase and install all equip- 
ment and other facilities for foe 

fr aming pro gram wire 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. ■ - 

EXHIBITIONS 

* A pi*** 8 * arts exhibition by the Student Affairs Department’s 
Painting Onb of the Yarmouk University at foe. Bousfog Bank 
Art Gaflery. 

* An exhll»ttou of photographs depicting varions aspects of Bfe In 
the Jordanian badia, at tbe Yarmouk University. 

bazaar'". 

* The annual bazaar <rf the Hai Nazzrf Social Development 
Centre which includes handicrafts such as embroidery, artifi- 
cial flowers, dresses, knitwear, ornaments and children’s toys. 


4 An Arabic ptay eiitffled “Thanumof Thin*’ (Price of a Shadow) 
at the Royal Cidtoiral Centre . r*^ fcOO p-m. 

LECTURE 

☆ A lecture, in Arabic, entitled “Projects of building the 
Palestinian Economy” by Dr. Fuad Bssso at AbdnlHamid 
Shaman Foundation — 6i30.p.nr. ‘ • 



Her Majesty Queen Noor and Minister of Youth Awad Khleifat are 
seen Thursday with tbe participants in the second national gathering 

Queen Noor highlights 
women’s role in serving 


for Jordanian women working and studying abroad at Ai Nadwa 
Palace fPboto by Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Thursday received 
at Al Nadwa Palace the partici- 
pants in the second national 
gathering for Jordanian women 
working and studying abroad, 
and called on them to pursue 
their dedicated efforts towards 
serving their country, thus acting 
as Jordan's best ambassadors 
abroad. 

The meeting was attended by 
Youth Minister Awad Khleifat 
and the Ministry's secretary 
general. 

Queen Noor met with the par- 
ticipants from 11 countries and 
asked about their impressions 
concerning the gathering. 

The Queen inquired about 
their studies and living conditions 
and stressed the need for more 
similar gatherings, so as to streng- 
then the students’ sense of be- 
longing to their homeland. 

His Majesty King Hussein then 
made a surprise appearance when 
he came and welcomed the 
Queen’s guests. 

The second national gathering, 
organised by the Youth Ministry 
for 60 Jor danian girfs, working or 
studying abroad, concluded here 
Thursday. 

Addressing the gathering at a 
special ceremony held at Al Hus- 
sein Youth City, Khleifat high- 
lighted the importance of such 
gatherings, saying that they are 
aimed at enhancing the ties of 
friendship and cooperation be- 
tween female Jordanian youth 
inside and outside foe country, 
and giving the Jordanian girls 
working and studying abroad the 
opportunity to get first hand in- 


formation about the cultural and 
scientific developments 1 of their 
country as well as to visit the. 
archaeological sites. 

Khleifat said that the idea of 
holding such gatherings is a true 
translation of the ministry's con- 
cern for providing comprehensive 
and balanced care for all Jorda- 
nian youths. 

The minister stressed that the 
gathering has achieved its objec- 
tives and has provided an oppor- 
tunity to a meaningful dialogue 
between participants and decision 
makers xm a number of social, 
educational, national and pan- 
Arab issues. 

Khleifat pointed out that the 
relation between the ministry and 
the Jordanian youth abroad does 
not end by tbe end of the gather- 
ing, but will continue through 
continuous contacts. 

At the end of the gathering, the 
minister presented participants 
with certificates of appreciation. 

On Saturday a total of 100 
youths will start their week-long 
annual event at Ajloun perma- 
nent youth camp. 

The camp, the third of its kind 
for Jordanian male youths, is also 
organised by the Ministry of 
Youth for Jordanian youths 
working or studying abroad to 
strengthen ties between the youth 
and their country. 

During the week-long event, 
the youth will listen to lectures on 
political, intellectual, cultural and 
developmental affairs and will 
hold dialogue with senior Jorda- 
nian officials and decision-makers 
on various issues. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Thursday welcomes one of the participants 
of the gathering during a reception at Al Nadwa Palace (Photo by 
Yousef Al ‘Allan) 


Society to promote 
exports, local goods 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Nation- 
al Society for the Protection of 
Consumers constituent assembly 
held its first meeting Thursday 
and elected a sub-committee re- 
sponsible for reformulating the 
Society's objectives and pur- 
poses. 

Addressing the gathering. 
Health and Social Development 
Minister Zuhair Madias said that 
tbe formation of tbe Society was 
triggered by the current economic 
conditions in Jordan and unjus- 
tifiable price hikes. 

Hamzeh said that tbe Society 
aims to enhance confidence be- 
tween consumers and producers 
and to direct consumers to local- 
ly-produced item of quality simi- 
lar to imported items and to 
encourage national exports. 

Hamzeh also said that His 


Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan has been a pioneer in 
advocating the formation of such 
a society. 

He outlined the Society’s . 
objectives, saying that it was ori- 
ginally designed to create public 
awareness of consumer items, to 
change negative consumption 
patterns and build new positive 
values instead. 

The Society, which will be offi- 
cially registered, will familiarise 
consumers with sound means of 
dealing with food supplies, drugs 
and other consumer products. 

Tbe society, to supply consum- 
ers with information on the quali- 
ty of commodities, their nutri- 
tional value, advantages and dis- 
advantages of such items and 



Health and Social Development Minister Zuhair Malhas Thursday 
chairs the constituent a ssemb ly meeting of the National Society for the 
Protection of Consumers in Amman (Petra photo) 


information on their prices. 

It will also recommend to the 
appropriate authorities that leg- 


islation to protect consumers 
from fraud and price manipula- 
tions be enacted. 


S eminar urges improvement in wastewater treatment 


AMMAN (Petra) — A five-day 
symposium on foe use of was- 
tewater after treatment con- 
cluded Thursday with a call for 
tbe enactment of new laws reg- 
ulating the treatment of wastewa- 
ter arm re-using it in the Eastern 
Mediterranean region. 

The symposium recommended 
.that appropriate health control 
measures be adopted during the 


planning stage for re-using tre- 
ated water in light of the instruc- 
tions issued by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO). Partici- 
pants called for holding national 
symposia with a view to promot- 
ing the specifications set by WHO 
to monitor the wastewater treat- 
ment process. 

They also called on WHO and 
the Regional Centre for Environ- 


mental Health Activities 
(CEHA) to take the lead in dis- 
seminating information on the 
hazards posed by the incorrect 
use of treated water in irrigation. 
They praised the water treatment 
and purification plant at Khribet 
Al Samra for its observance of 
the instructions issued by WHO. 

. Tbe symposium was organised 
by the Health Ministry, in coop- 
ration with WHO, to discuss foe 


various experiences in the field of 
wastewater treatment in the East 
Mediterranean region. 

The symposium was attended 
by representatives of II Arab 
countries: Jordan. Egypt. Iraq, 
Kuwait, Libya, Morocco. Yemen 
Arab Republic. South Yemen, 
Sudan. Syria, and Tunisia, as well 
as observers for various institu- 
tions in Jordan. 


Workshop discusses role of women in elections 


IRBID (Petra) — A one-day 
workshop on women 1 and par- 
liamentary elections was held 
Thursday at the Irbid chapter of 
the Federation of Jordanian 
Women, with a number of wri- 
ters, journalists and federation , 
members participating. 

Addressing the workshop, 
Laila Sharaf, former information 
minister, said the -door is now 
wide open to women to advance 
. one of the most important 


rostrums of decision making, 
through their active involvement 
in foe forthcoming parliamentary 
elections and tbe legislative 
power. 

By doing so, Sharaf said, 
women would move from the role 
of recipient who is affected by the 
top-level decisions and laws to 
the role of the influential maker 
of such decision and laws. 

She added that women’s in- 
volvement in the parliamentary 


Efe^vill pave the way for them "to 
effectively contribute towards 
.shaping the kind of the commun- 
ity which we want, through enact- 
ing the legislations and laws that 
meet women’s demands, and take 
into consideration their status as 
employees, as housewives and as 
people who contribute to the 
general economic movement in 
their community.” 

Sharaf Dointed n*» # *hat elec- 
tion u _ ~ for 


women and described it as the 
first step on the way to achieving 
independent decisions. 

The workshop is aimed at 
training women leaders on how to 
create and spread awareness on 
elections, to explore potentials on 
the women’s sector and try to use 
them in the forthcoming elec- 
tions, coordinating women's elec- 
tion campaigns throughout the 
country'. 


Premier 
voices 
support 
for cultural 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker 
Friday stressed the government's 
support for the cultural sector in 
Jordan and voiced his interest in 
providing the appropriate climate 
to enable it to further prosper and 
flourish and to enhance the cultu- 
ral and artistic ties. 

Al a meeting with a delegation 
representing the Jordanian 
theatre . plastic artists and musi- 
cians. Sharif Zaid called on the 
mass media to play an effective 
role in supporting the local cultu- 
ral movement arid to encourage 
all forms of innovative cultural 
and art work. 

Sharif Zaid also voiced support 
for the creation of a qualitative 
organisation which will he en- 
trusted with organising the cultu- 
ral and artistic sector and provid- 
ing the legal framework for it. 



Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker 

The presidents of the associa- 
tions briefed Shanf Zaid on their 
contribution towards developing 
the cultural movement m ‘he 
couni r\. saying that the' nlaved a 
role in highlighting the national 
and cultural identity through the 
various an works, which reflected 
Jordan's image at the pan- Arab 
level. 

The meeting was attended by 
Minister of Information and Cul- 
ture Nasouh Al Majaii 


Bank to sell foreign 
currency to students 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Housing Bank Saturday starts, selling 
foreign currency to Jordanian students studying abroad t« help 
them cover their study fees and living costs, a spokesman for lh> 
bank said Friday. 

The source explained that in order for .students to qualify for this 
service they must present an official letter from the university or 
educational institute stating that they are a regular student. 

This letter should "be certified by the Ministry of Higher 
Edu cati on or by the Jordanian cultural attache al the couni ry 
where the individual is studying. 

The students should also support the university’s letter »i'h 
another document or letter from the Higher Kducatkin Ministry 
«a»tin g that they are studying at their own expense. 

Tbe bank fixed the amount of foreign currency any student cj: - 
get monthly at $200 for those studying in the Soviet I nmn ur 
East European countries, $300 for those attending universities ir. 
the Arab World. Pakistan, India and Philippines, and $$CO for 
those attending universities in the United Stales or Western 
Europe. 


Jordan to mark 
decade of cultisr 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Information and Culture Nasouh 
Al Majaii Thursday stressed the 
importance of developing cultural 
work through a national effort 
involving many parties. 

Addressing the second meeting 
of the Jordanian national com- 
mittee in charge of preparations 
for the International Decade for 
Cultural Development. Majaii 
highlighted the importance of the 
Arabic language and called for its 
simplification with a view to its 
becoming the language of simple 
cultural communication. 

Majaii. who chaired the meet- 
ing. noted the important role the 
Academy of Arabic Language 
can play in this field. 

He stressed the need for draw- 
ing up a plan of action designed 
to upgrade handicrafts through 


& 


the undertaking of a serious vtudy 
to develop and promote traui- 
tional handicrafts. 

The minister called for the col- 
lecting of the heritage, study ot it. 
and an effort to define the types 
of heritage and the bodies to 
collect it. 

The committee discussed its 
priorities, appropriate work for- 
mulas. and expansion of the rep- 
resentation base to include 
broader sectors. 

The committee also discussed e 
working paper prepared by the 
Information Ministry on means of 
developing and upgrading the 
cultural sector. 

The meeting was attended by 
Ministry of Culture Secrcfiry 
General Hani Al Am. id and held 
at the Roval Cultural Cen:i„. 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


CZECH MINISTER: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Mm 
Marwan Al Qasem Thursday received Czechoslovak Forctcii V 
try Under Secretary Yarumeir Nihcira and reviewed with 
bilateral relations. Earlier, the miniserv's secreiasv 
Mu'tasem Bilbesi. reviewed with the Czech guest means of 3.-\e 
ing bilateral cooperation in the economic and commercial tields 
discussed the latest developments in the region, and particular!*. 
Palestine question. Bilbeisi voiced Jordan's appreciation (.'• - 
lovakia’s support of Arab rights and for the Palestinian pc^oie' 
legitimate rights on their national soil. 


!>ter 
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ACC TRADE, ECONOMIC MINISTERS HOLD TALKS: 
Trade and economy ministers from the four-nation Arab Coopera- 
tion Council (ACC) met in Baghdad Thursday for talks on p. 
coordination, the official Iraqi News Agency i IN A) viid. The A< 'C 
established in February by Iraq. Egypt. North Yemen .,nd Jor-.;..n. 
aims to achieve economic integration to pave the way for an eventi’.i’. 
Arab common market. Leaders of the four countries agreed ' i>: 
month to abolish visa requirements and promote free movement *’i 
workers. But Iraqis still need permission to leave the oounir. 
(Reuter) 

ZAWAIDEH RECEIVES SUDANESE ENVOY: Minister ,-.f 
Public Works and Housing Shafiq Zawaideh Thursday discus>ed with 
the Sudanese ambassador to Jordan scopes of cooperation particular!-, 
in the field of housing and construction. (Petra) 1 

IMF TEAM VISIT JPC; The deputy director general of the Jordan 
Ports Corporation (JPC) Thursday met with a delegation represent- 
ing the International Monetary Fund currently on a visit loJordr.r.. 
The talks dealt with the JPC role in bolstering Jordan’s cconorav 
The delegation also visited Aqaba Customs Department and was 
briefed on its activities. (Petra) 

U.S. STUDENTS VISIT JPC: A U.S. student delegation h.i> 
visited the Jordan Ports Corporation (JPC) and was briefed on its* 
establishment as well as its role in linking Jordan with the world 
boost Jordan's national economy. (Petra) 

SALT CENTRE EMPLOYEES LEAVE FOR ITALY: Fi-.e 
employees of the Salt Handicraft Training Centre have left for Italy 
to participate in an advanced training course in pottery and knitting 
During foe eight-month course, they will participate in pracik-a! 
technical training courses and visit museums and exhibitions special- 
ised in handicraft. This course is intended to prepare local cadro 
the field of pottery and knitting capable of training students enrolled 
in the centre. (J.T.) 

ACC CULTURE, INFORMATION MINISTERS TO MEET: 
The Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) ministers of culture anJ 

1 -f- _Jlt I I -I .1 


id. The 


information will bold their first meeting on Aug. 1 1 in Saghda„. . 
two-day meetings will be devoted to setting a new cultural ar-d 
■information strategy among the- ACC member countries. Iraji 
Culture and Information Minister Nsayyif Jasem .-.aid. 


: ! 
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Cools kidnap — heating up an old Wound? 


S inflation and 
interest rates 


THERE is unanimity here and abroad that stabilising die 
Jordanian currency is a sine qua non for revitalising the 
country's national economy. There is also consensus within 
and outside the country that the Jordanian dinar is 
undervalued. Sandwiched 1 between these two propositions 
is the wide agreement that inflation in Jordan is double- 
digital by all conservative estimates. Yet the interest rate 
still payable on Jordanian currency accounts is wantonly 
repugnant to all the foregoing well-established premises. 

All over the world, the first thing that official financial 
circles do to combat high inflation and rapid devaluation of 
national currencies is to bike up interest rate on then- 
respective national deposits. In Jordan, for reasons *Q 
undetermined, interest rate offered by national ban -a on 
Jordanian deposits is recklessly below the ongoing rate of 
inflation. The end result has been the continuation of the 
donble-digital inflationary rates and the nose dive of the 
exchange rate applicable to the Jordanian dinar versus the 
principal hard currencies of the world. This is not to 
mention the fact that Jordanian depositors are earning 
below zero returns on their accounts. 

In short what the dinar and the Kingdom need now is the 
application of a realistic interest rate that offers the 
Jordanian depositor some value over and above the infla- 
tionary rate. The Central Bank of Jordan is the very official 
fiscal agency which should prescribe this realistic interest 
rate. The other banks in the country would be forced to 
follow suit or risk losing their deposits. The cumulative 
effect of such measures would be the urgently wanted 
prescription to the end the artificially low exchange rate of 
the dinar and at the same time stem the dangerous 
inflationary rate that has hit the country of late. 

Clearly such proposed ideas cannot on their own solve 
the economic and fiscal woes of the conn try. The Central 
Bank of Jordan has already embarked on the application of 
many potent policies (o reverse the tide in the Jordanian 
economy and to adjust the country's fiscal course, the net 
result of which the country is impatiently waiting for. 
Nevertheless the adoption of a realistic interest rate payable 
on Jordanian accounts is an indispensable feature of the 
entire programme to ameliorate the economic and fiscal 
conditions in the country. The sooner Jordan and Jorda- 
nians shift to this pragmatic course the better it would be for 
the whole Kingdom. 
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A! Ra'i Arabic daily commented on Israel's request to France to 
support the Shamir elections plan in the occupied Arab lands. The 
paper said that the request represents a new Israeli move in the 
European arena to obtain support for Shamir and his manoeuvres 
following Israeli failure to secure this support a few weeks ago 
from the European Community countries. The community’s 
declaration issued in Madrid was a clear support by Europe for 
the international conference which is opposed by Israel and which 
is an essential element for peace in the Middle East, said the 
paper. The move comes in the wake of that declaration in which - 
the European leaders expressed deep concern over the loss of 
innocent life in the Arab lands us a result of Israel’s atrocities and 
repression, the paper added. Therefore, the paper said, the new 
Israeli move is a new bid to foil the Madrid declaratioh and an 
attempt to impose Israel’s propaganda on European nations. But, 
said the paper, such moves can never deceive the French 
Government and people; and Paris will sooner or later renew its 
commitment to the Madrid declaration which calls for a total 
peace in our region. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily expresses fear that the 
Lebanese arena is gradually becoming substitute for the Iraq-Iran 
conflict which ended in the’ Gulf a year ago. Mahmoud Al Rimawi 
launches a strong attack on Iran which, he says, is imposing its 
influence on the warring factions, continually disrupting the. 
mediation efforts of the Arab League committee’ and trying by all 
means to keep the war simmering for the purpose of achieving its 
regional objectives. The writer commends the various Arab 
mediation committees for their sincere efforts to end the crisis in 
Lebanon and refers to decisions by the leaders of Algeria and Saudi 
Arabia in postponing their visits a’broads as clear indication of 
their involvement in endeavours to bring peace to Lebanon. He 
says chat Iran which continues to display its hatred to the Arabs 
and hostile attitude to Iraq and the Gulf states is now trying to 
undermine all the peace efforts in Lebanon by providing weapons 
to its surrogates there under the pretext of preparing the ground 
for an Islamic republic, Iranian style. The writers says that the 
Iranians who lost the war in the Gulf are now trying to carry it to 
Lebanon at the expense of the tortured Lebanese people. 

Sawf Al Shaab daily commented on the situation in Lebanon and 
‘said that the current indiscriminate shelling is harvesting 
thousands of innocent lives. The paper said that the Wood bath in 
■Lebanon is not only caused by the Lebanese waning factions 
themselves but is beingfuelledby outside forces which want to see 
the Arab country destroyed. The .Arab League committee which 
is trying to find a way to end the crisis, can and should expose 
-these forces behind the present escalation in the fighting, and 
"must announce the facts about the situation in Beirut, the paper 
added. It said that the Arab League committee should even be 
triven the power to impose peace by force on all the parties lest the 
'dancer can spread to the other parts of the Arab World with 
detrimental consequences to Arab society. 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

THE MYSTERIOUS kidnapping in May of a long-term British 
resident of Beirut and the demands issued by a hitherto unknown 
group which claimed responsibility for the abduction have 
reopened one of the sorest spots in the history of the Palestinian 
liberation struggle — the assassination of one of the best-known 
and popular artists in the Arab World. At the same time, it also 
threw some light into the constant workings of the Israeli secret 
service -machinery which spare no opportunity to undermine the 
credibility of the Palestinian struggle and hs leaders. 

The “Cells of Arab Struggle," which claimed the abduction of 
Peter Cools in west Beirut, has demanded £be release of 
“Palestinian prisoners" held in Britain in connection with the July 
1987 killin g of Palestinian satire artist Naji Al Ah Al Adbami; but 
Scotland Yard insists that it has no such prisoners. For whatever it 
is worth, the Yard has been reported as saying, ah it has to 
remotely account for in the case is someone who appears to be an 
agent for the infamous Israeli secret service, Mossad, who had 
penetrated Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO) ranks in 
Britain and who is currently serving a long sentence for possession 
of explosives, aims and ammunition, allegedly intended for 
“Palestinian sabotage operations." It is a mystery how the case of 
the “double-agent" was mentioned in the Adhami affair since 
once could detect little, if any, link between the two. Obviously, 
there is more to it than meets the eye and no-one wants to part 
with information. However, as far as it appears, no-one directly 
linked to the Adbami killing is held in any British prison. 

There has been no publicised report on the Cools’ abduction 
since the kidnappers issued their demands, except that his wife 
was quoted as saying in the second week of July that he remained 
missing, if there are any clandestine “negotiations" over the 
hostage, then we are not privy to them. 

But, the questions that still hang in the air are: Are the alleged 
kidnappers genuinely seeking the release of the double-agent in 
Britain, “Sowan," or of someone else whom Scotland Yard has 
been keeping under wraps? What could possibly be the identity of 
the group? 

If it is Palestinian, it is unlikely that the group is seeking the 
release of “Sowan," unless of course its aim is to extract revenge 
from the Israeli agent for whatever he did to PLO ranks in Britain 
or, remotely still, to gain information on the Adhami killing. 
There is also the possibility that “Sowan" was involved in some 
other shadowy operation of which we know nothing about and 
winch could have triggered a personal vendetta against him or a 
even far-fetched rescue attempt. 

For ail we know. Cools was not exactly “kidnapped'’ for 
political purposes; one needs no reminder that there are hundreds 
of militia-held prisoners in Lebanon with very little political 
purpose being served by their continued detention. It is not 
inconceivable that Cook somehow got entangled with some 
private feud and hence was abducted. 

But, we are left with the strong possibility that the so-called 
“Cells of Arab Struggle" is a product of Mossad imagination. 
However, we can discount a scenario where Mossad would stage 
such a stunt with the aim of securing the release of Sowan, simply 
because there is no possibility that Britain would release the 
convict; particularly in the aura of publicity that surrounded the 
Cools kidnap case. That leaves us with a situation where the 
alleged kidnap group was simply trying to remind the world of the 
“terrorist" nature of the Palestinian people by reopening the 
Adhami murder and resurrecting an accusing finger at the 
Palestinian leadership. 

.First suspects 

However, somewhere along the line, there is a slight hitch. 


When the cartoonist was gunned down in London in July 1987, 
the immediate suspects that entered the picture were some 
lead e rs of the mainstream Palestinian movement. Charges and 
counter-charges started flying around, prompting the PLO 
leadership and some independent members of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) to launch an internal probe into the 
killing. Simply, the aim of the probe was to ascertain whether any 
PLO leader who had had the misfortune to have come under the 
hard-bitting pen of Adhami had any links with the murder. 
The eight-month inquiry, conducted by a special Pales tinian 

S anel made up of representatives of all mainstream Palestinian 
ictions as well as independent PNC members, concluded in early 
1988 that it could not come up with any evidence of PLO 
involvement in the murder, according to reliable sources. “The 
inquiry was conducted with the utmost sincerity and seriousness, 
particularly that some of the panel's members were dose friends 
of Naji (Adhami) and respected him for his nationalist views," 
according to one source. 

It was no secret that Adhami had acquired the hostility of some 
Arab as well as PLO leaders, including Yasser Arafat, as a result 
of direct, unreserved attacks on what foe artist saw as “insincere" 
Arab feelings towards the Palestinian struggle and “betrayal of 
the cause" by some Palestinian leaders. Another target of foe 
cartoonist was the “burgeois lifestyle" of some PLO leaders. He 
did not spare foe Iranians either; he ridiculed their Islamic 
revolution and its leaders. 

The findings of the Pal estinian inquiry indicated that “external 
hands" were behind foe murder, according to foe sources. “It 
could have been Iranian or Arab, but in ail probability it was 
Mossad," said one of the sources. “However, there was no 
absolute proof to support sue b a dear-cut final conclusion.” 
But, despite everything, there was always a feeling among 
Palestinian circles that they were “missing something’’ in foe 
whole episode. 

In addition to Arafat several others in the top echelon of the 
PLO also had made no secret of their dislike for Adhami and his 
illustrations of wbat he charged were the PLO leadership’s 
deviations from foe central course towards foe goal of an 
independent Palestinian' state. His works, some of the most 
popular among Arab nationalists, dearly said he bad saw some of 
foe PLO leaders “abandoning the Palestinian cause" and flirting 
with ‘imperialist-Ziomst schemes." Another constant theme in 
bis works was foe living styles of some PLO leaden whom he 
portrayed as corrupt and luxury-loving with little care for the 
suffering of the Palestinians living in squalid refugee camps. 

“If foe aim of the people behind foe murder was to create 
disarray among foe PLO ranks by indirectly pointing the finger at 
the PLO leaders, then they did succeed, though to a limited 
extent,” according to a senior Palestinian leader. “Disarray and 
mutual suspicion were aroused, but the PLO leaders did not allow 
foe situation to get out of hand and the inquiry helped very much 
to clear foe air." 

Individual action? 

According to independent sources, many in foe PLO believed 
that some of Arafat’s close aides could have had a hand in the 
assassination without the knowledge of foe chairman. 

Fateh was known to be the most loose-knit PLO faction despite 
its numerical and commando strength. Many Fateh members have 
resorted to individual actions without top-level approval. 
Obviously, the inherence in foe charges against Fateh was that 
one or more of its leaders or juniors could have decided to “do 
away with a cartoonist who was not exactly in the good books of 
the leadership..." said a source. 

According to a North African source, foe assassination also 
created ripples in a secret dialogue between Fateh leaders and the 


notorious Aba Nidal, whose extremist breakaway group has been 
blamed for dozens of reported and unreported attacks in Europe 
mid the Middle East. The source said foe Libyan-sponsored 
dialogue, which started immediately after a PNC meeting tn 
Algiers in 1987 when Abu Nidal made a vain attempt to rejoin the 
PLO, was aimed at seeking some means of “legitimising" foe 
.group some of whose members arc wanted in several European 
and Middle Eastern countries on charges of murder and sabotage. 
The rtialrjgna was based on an anderstasding that Abu Nidal was 
“suspending* all violent attacks “outside Palestine.’' This dialogue 
also afforded foe group to rebuild a strong presence in Palestinian 
camps in South Lebanon where Fateh presence have always been 
very strong. 

According to foe source, foe dialogue was "frozen” for some 
time immediately after foe attack on Adhami sauce Abu Nidal and 
some Fateh leaders accused, each of other of being behind it. 
“Abu Nidal maintained his innocence by pointing out that be 
shared and supported foe views of Adhami and stood to a lose of 
staunch Palestinian nationalist," said foe source. “He levelled a 
counter-charge against the PLO leadership." 

“One' of the first wreaths to arrive at AdbamPs funeral was 
from Abu Nidal,” foe source said. “Abu Nidal' also senta 
'personal message of condolences to foe Al Adbami family." 

The_Fateh-Abu Nidal dialogue, conducted personally by PLO 
deputy military commander KhalilAl Wazir, who was assassin- 
ated in Tonis last year by agents believed to be Israelis, resumed 
after both parties “assured each other of their innocence in the 
Adhami murder," foe source added. (The status of foe dialogue is 
not known today, but it is a safe assumption foatit cooled off after 
die PLO leadership adopted a moderate approach to peace efforts 
in November 2988). 

Mossad connection 

The whole episode of foe Adhami murder took a turn in 
November -2987 when it was reported that Scotland Yard had 
“stumbled” onto a Mossad agent who had penetrated the PLO 
apparatus in London and this agent had first claimed to know the 
killer of Adbami According to the reports, foe agent was 
identified as “Bashar Samara," but he was never charged with any 
crime in Britain. He was “expelled" to Israel for “for his own 
safety” because of his record as an undercover agent for Mossad, 
according to die reports. 

h was at this point, it appears, that lingering doubts of many 
Palestinians were J>ut to rest since something, tike the Adhami 
murder was right up Mossad's alley. For many, if was enough to 
know that Mossad was somehow involved in foe affair. By 
conjecture, for foe Israeli. secret service, the assassination could 
have served at least two purposes; the first, getting rid of a 
■ Palestinian who could whip up nationalist emotions among 
thousands with a stroke of his pen, and, foe second, placing a 
smoking gun right at the PLO leadership's door. And then the 
Sowan arrest bit the press, leaving the PLO redfaced because of 
its apparent security negligence in London, and perhaps else- 
where in Europe, in allowing its ranks to be- infiltrated by Israeli 
agents. But, it was also a blessing in disguise for foe PLO 
leadership since its pleas of innocence in foe Adhami murder were 
villified with the emergence of Mossad onto the scene. 

The question re mains : What purpose could be served with the 
Coals “kidnap" or foe related/unrelated demands issued by his 
“abductors” at this point in time? Coming as It does amid 
intensified Palestinian peace moves and conflicting Israeli signals, 
the only explanation to the affair appears to lie somewhere along 
the line that it is another of those staged dramas where the Israelis 
— ^ or any other interested party — could add some more colour 
and cast oldfiiew doubts oyer foe PtO’s distance from “terror- 
ism” and its quest for peace. ‘ 


Reason versus despair 


By Abba Eban 

i NEW YORK — The only thread 
that now separates foe Israeli- 
Palestinian area from early explo- 
sion is the fact that the United 
States is in simultaneous dis- 
course with all the parties. En- 
ding foe American-Palestiman di- 
alogue now would lead to despair 
of peace, escalation of violence 
and growth of extremism on both 
sides of foe conflict. 

It would be injurious to Israeli 
interests for the United States to 
withdraw its restraining presence 
from this arena. 

It is gratifying to know that this 
is a general view in official 
Washington and that it is shared 
by many Israelis and by some 
important Jewish organisations. 
Talking to a Palestinian political 
organisation does not imply an 


acknowledgement of virtue or ai 
certificate of approval. The mod- 
em functional view is that di- 
plomatic contacts, in Winston 
Churchill’s phrase, “are not a 
grace to be conferred but a con- 
venience to be used.” 

It is unrealistic to assume that 
Israel can appoint its own nego- 
tiating team and also appoint the 
team of its adversaries. This no- 
tion has no precedent in interna- 
tional history. It assumes that 
there are Palestinians with attri- 
butes of leadership who could be 
induced to emerge from anonym- 
ity, defy the Arab consensus and 
form a separate delegation totally 
independent of the PLO. The 
search for such partners has not 
had a single success. 

A more hopeful approach 
would be for Israel to accept foe 
help of third parties such as Egypt 


or the United States, which might 
recommend a list of Palestinians 
who would be authentic interlo- 
cutors for a discussion of the 
proposed elections in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

With no operative pe ace pr op- 
osal on the ~ table and in the 
absence of contact between Israel 
and the PLO, American good 
offices arc a valuable benefit, not 
a burden. 

When the United States en- 
courages foe PLO to let its sup- 
porters run for election, foe Bush 
administration merits apprecia- 
tion. Can anyone seriously be- 
lieve that a Palestinian organisa- 
tion that can get 159 governments 
to affirm its representative status 
can be totally and permanently 
excluded from influencing foe 
negotiating process? 

The U.S. decision at foe end of 


1988 to enter the awkward 
Palestinian arena and to send 
messages of cool reason into that 
feverish domain has already had 
some positive results. It has given 
the United States an appropriate- 
ly dominant role in the Israeii- 
Pakstinian context It has stimu- 
lated a positive change in the 
rhetoric and ideology of the 
Palestinian movement. It has 
made Palestinian nationalism 
anxiously sensitive to American 
reactions. It has correspondingly 
weakened foe Soviet monopoly in 
an important sector of Arab 
nationalist thinking 
And it has had important re- 
sults on foe ground. This became 
evident in the statement of De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
the Knesset in March, to the 
effect that the armed groups in 
Lebanon, who are trader the au- 
thority of foe mainstream PLO 


leadership, had abstained since 
last November from infiltrations 
or armed attack into Israel, and* 
that, accordingly, “the Israel De- 
fence Forces do not seek to en- 
gage them." 

It is essential to press Palesti- 
nians for a more constant illustra- 
tion of realism. But to assert that 
nothing important has already 
happened would be unconvinc- 
ing. The immediate urgency is to 
restore the understandings and 
foe reticences that made it possi- 
ble to embark on a modest but 
useful Israeli initiative. If this is 
achieved, the next task wifi be to 
understand foe need for innova- 
tion. 

There are no dangers in an 
IsraeK-Palestinian agreement that 
can compare to foe volcanic cer- 
tainties of a status quo that 
obscures 'our peace vision, 
weakens our economy, injures 


our tourism, distorts our image, 
erodes our international • 
friendships, divides our nation, 
torments foe Jewish dispersion 
and undermines our most cher- 
ished Jewish and democratic 
values. To negotiate with Arab 
interlocutors from a position of 
Israeli strength does not imply 
any acceptance of their views on 
final status or boundaries. 

It is natural for Israelis in foe 
tight of historic experience to be 
more aware of dangers than of 
opportunities. But this tendency 
must be transcended if we are 
ever to move out of deadlock. 
This is one of foe rare cases in 
which leaving things as they are 
could be the most reckless of all 
adventures. By maintaining a 
policy of active presence, Amer- 
ica can add to its .many acts of 
service to Israel’s destiny and to 
its own vocation of peace — The 
Washington Post. 
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By Clare Pedricfc 


VSHINOTON, D.C — ' The 
rid’s population is out of con- 
1 , running a headlong course 
™ s a disastrous combination 

S kater poverty m the 
countries, ecological 
possibly war, was- the 
tclusion presented by Icadm** 
:esa»n gathered here foraS 
er national symposium on 
rid issues. 

Jy the year 2000, the number 
people crowded onto this, 
net is expected to reach 5 
km — four times the figure at 
beginning of the century 
sn the world’s population was ' 

y 1.4 billion. 

Vt present, the human explosi- 
. shows no sign of slow ing 
vn. According to former West 
nnan Chancellor Helmut 
imidt, one of nearly 30 potiti- 
os attending the four -day 
eting, the situalion is now 
r ond repair. “At the moment, 
problem is an insoluble one,” 
imidt, a former leader of the 
nal-Democrat Party, said, 
ovemmems in drina and in- 
have tried to tackle it, but 
hout any real success. Most 
er governments of developing 
m tries have not addressed the 
■blem, which is one of the 
jor reasons that development 
has not really brought about 
r progress in the developing 
rid.’' i 

According to the latest figures 
liable, the developing cocm- 
is now account for more than 1 
ee-quarters of the world’s 
j ulation. By contrast, their 
ss annual product (GNP) 
ounts for only 16 per cent of 
world’s total. “Virtually all of 
population increase between 
v and the. year 2000 win take 
ce in developing countries, 
Cher exacerbating tins imba- 
ce," Schmidt noted. “If 
nankind continues along its 
sent path, huge imbalances in 


, with too little to share 



A leading member of Germany’s Social-Democrat party, 
former Chancellor Helmut Schmidt warns about the danger 
of overpopulation. 


economic wealth -aggravated by 
population growth in the various 
regions of the world may become 
a source of conflict, possibly de- 
generating into war.” . 

- In China, a country whose 1.1 
trillion inhabitants account for a 
massive 21 per cent of the world’s 
population, leaders have warned 
that the problem could seriously 
hamper the country’s plans for 
social and economic reform. 

Said Mr. Huang Hua, a former 
foreign minister for China, and 
currently the Vice Chairman of 
tiie Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress: “In 
China the population explosion is 


an extremely serions problem, 
and it is becoming more acute 
every year. The annual increase 
in the number of people being 
bom is IS million, which is almost 
the same as the population of 
Australia. These people need 
food, clothing, water, energy, 
transportation, education and 
medical care, and when they 
grow up, they expect the govern- 
ment to find them a job. Tradi- 
tionally our country is rich in 
natural resources, but because we 
are having to divide them up 
among so many people, the per- 
capita ratio is lower than the 
world average.” 


According to estimates by the 
Chinese government, by the year 
2030 the population win have 
readied 1.6 billion people. At 
tins point, officials warn, China 
win no longer able to feed itself. 
“We have calculated that this 
year win represent the final limit 
that the land can support,” said 
Huang Hua. ‘The ecology win 
deteriorate, pollution ww be- 
. come more acute, and education 
wiU Suffer, which in turn will have 
an impact on our economic and 
cultural development.” 

"fast* back w ardness has already 
meant that our education facili- 
ties have been insufficient to 
meet the needs of the people,” he 
added. “There are still 200 mil- 
lion illiterate or semi-illiterate 
people over the age of 40 in 
China, and if the population con- 
tinues to increase, this situation 
can only get worse.” 

China's overcrowding has 
already produced a problem 
usually only associated with non- 
communist nations — the specter 
of unemployment, winch may 
have played a part in the tragical- 
ly ended students’ revolt this 
spring. Officials in Beijing admit 
that one sixth of the Chinese 
workforce is “surplus labour.’’ 
“Many of these people actually 
have no job. They are unem- 
ployed,” Huang Hua said. “In 
such cases, the relatives provide 
food, clothing and housing, but in 
China unemployment is begin- 
ning to cause social instability. In 
a society where people are ex- 
pected to provide for their their 
families, there are some who are 
no longer able to perform this 
function.” 

“Many people have been 
forced to move from the rural 
areas to look for jobs in the cities, 
which has caused problems of 
over-crowding,” he added. “In 
the 10 major metropolitan cen- 
tres, wbee the population is more 
than 5 million, there are prob- 
lems of housing and water shor- 


tages. There are often power 
cuts, and the traffic arid trans- 
portation system are chaotic. The 
buses are badly overcrowded; 
people are packed in tightly. 
There is a tot of pushing ami 
shooting. “It’s terrible.” 

Since China introduced a fami- 
ly-planning programme, back in 
1970, the birthrate has begun to 
slow down. The annual growth 
rate of 1.6 per cent in 1976 has 
been cut to the present figure of 
1.4 per cent — lower titan that of 
India and most African countries. 
What makes China the world’s 
most pressing case, say officials, 
is the country’s vast base popula- 
tion. “Our difficulty is that no 
matter how drastically we reduce 
the percentage of the birthrate, 
we are starting off from such a 
huge number of people,” Huang 
Hua said. 

China's family planning prog- 
ramme has centred on providing 
counselling in schools, neigh- 
bourhood committees and 
women’s groups, and distributing 
contraceptives. Parents are 
offered priority schooling and 
medical care for their offspring if 
they agree to commit! themselves 
to having just one child. 

In Nigeria, Africa's most de- 
nsely populated nation with 120 
milli on citizens — one sixth of the 
continent's total — the govern- 
ment has introduced an education 
programme which recommends 
that each couple have a maximum 
of four children. The country's 
population has tripled since 1960 
and is expected to rise to 162 
million in the year 2000, with one 
of the highest rates of growth in 
the world. In 1986 Nigeria was 
world’s 10th most populous coun- 
try, but the United Nations has 
forecast that it will rank fourth, 
behind China, India and the 
USSR, but ahead of the U.S. , but 
the year 2025. 

General Olusegun Obasanjo, 
who served as head of Nigeria’s 



Huang Hua of China secs a direct link between overpopulation and social unrest. 


federal military government from 
1976 to 1979. believes that the 
limi t on children should be two 
per couple. “If the present policv- 
is implemented faithfully we 
should begin to see a reduction in 
our population; but I, myself, 
think we should move even fas- 
ter.” he noted during an inter- 
view between sessions of the in- 
ternational conference. “I am 
very concerned about the situa- 
tion. If we do not do enough ro 
alleviate the problem, then all the 
development aid and program- 
mes will come to nothing." 

According to Obasanjo, ignor- 
ance and poverty are the main 
stumbling blocks in the fight to 
control Nigeria's population ex- 
plosion. Couples, especially in 
the rural areas have traditionally- 
had large families as an insurance 
policy against an impoverished 
old age. and to compensate for 
the risk of losing children through 
infant mortality. “Education is 
the key to solving the problem, 
particularly among women, 1 Oba- 
sanjo said. “If you can persuade 
people that if they just have two 
children, those two children will 


have a better chance of survival, 
and if you then address the issue 
of povery. so that people no 
longer need to be looked after in 
their old age. then you are on the 
road towards a solution." 

In China, too. education is the 
key word. Huang Hua noted. "In 
the dries, among the workers and 
intellectuals, the problem is not 
so acute. When both the husband 
and wife are working and leading 
busy lives, one child is usually 
enough trouble for them id cope 
with." he said. "In the rural areas 
it is different. The peasants still 
believe that more boys means 
more riches — a bigger labour 
force, which in turn means grea- 
ter wealth. If a couple has three 
girls, they will often have a fourth 
(baby) in the hope that it will be a 
boy. If it is not. they have a fifth, 
and so on. It's almost, if not 
completely out of control." 

Both Obasanjo and Huang 
Hua agreed that more help is 
needed from the developed coun- 
tries, and in particular from the 
U.S.. which three years ago with- 
drew its 25 per cent contribution 
to the U.N. Fund for Population 


Activities (UNFPA), an orga- 
nisation setting up family plan- 
ning programmes around the 
globe. 

The U.S. Congress mandated 
that the U.S. stop payments to 
UNFPA because ii claimed that 
China was using coercive 
methods of family planning, in- 
cluding forced abortions. "As far 
as wc are concerned, it's not the 
case." said Audun Ciythfeldt. 
chief of the resource develop- 
ment unit at UNFPA. "Our own 
close monitoring revealed that 
the government policy is a volun- 
tary one.” 

Said Huang Hua: “The only 
way to reduce (he birthrate is to 
appeal to people's sense of duty 
and try ro convince them that it is 
for their own good You can’t 
force them to use birth control. 

“By the same token, the policy 
cannot work without worldwide 
support... The fact (hat the U.S. 
administration has cut its funding 
to the UNFPA is very disturbing. 
We are hoping fervently that the 
Bush administration will recon- 
sider the decision” — World 
News Link. 


he Berlin Wall was built 28 years ago 

tn anachronism that prevents 
he unification of Europe 


}y Hans- Rudiger JKarntz 

(IN PRESS) 

DAY, almost thirty, years af- 
the erection of the Berlin 
11, which still divides the city 
t was once the capital of Ger- 
ny, people not only in the 
st but for the first time in the 
it as well are reflecting on how 
: relic of the Cold War can be 
loved at a time of detente 'and 
■pe rati on in Europe. The Wall 
; built in August 1961 by the 
>R, which continues to prevent 
Germans in its tenitoiy from 
iting with their feet” against 
Communist regime and mov- 
to the West. 

Tie Wall separating two parts 
a city — tins is unique in the 
rid — consists of concrete 
k about four metres high and 
ends over a length of 111.2 
) metres between East and 
st Berlin and around West 
riin. From 295 watch-towers 
GDR border guards scan the 
a in front of the Wall. Since 
•1, they have fired shots at 
old-be escapers in 1,638 cases, 
least 77 people have been 
ed by the border guards. On 4 
Y of this year, Chairman Erich 
necker of the GDR promised 
t people trying to escape 
aid not be shot at in future, 
ce 1961, some 3,200 people 
■e been arrested at the border 
a use they were suspected of 
iting to escape to the West. 
)e spite all barriers on the 
{tern side, about 5,000 people 
r e since 1961 succeeded in 
:ctly surmounting the Wall, 
ry climbed over, swam across 
ns, used ladders and ropes or 

• tunnels to escape to freedom, 
flews on the Wall have now 
nged in the East. During his 
:t to Bonn in June 1989, 
neral Secretary Mikhail Gor- 
hev of the Soviet Union said 
t the disappearance of the 

ill was "not a major problem” 
ns opinion. However, first the 
itical conditions had to be 
ated, he added. 

Die Wall wiD only come down 
Europe - moves together by 
tceful means — tbisis the 
ssage of the Soviet Umon. It 
ys an important role as one of 
four Victorious Powers, who 
ttinue to have authority in the 
ole of Berlin. 

\ senious political Abate is 
►inning on how the Wall can 
dally be overcome through 
ater permeability and ulh- 
tely be removed once and for 
President Richard von WeiZr 
ker of the Federal Republic of 
rmany said in an interview, 
here were phases in the period 
m 1961 until now when some 
jple felt compelled to mc®? 1 

• Wall as a definitive realty in 
5 world. That has t»w passftd- 

ihis connection, the President 
verified the Wall as an “ana- 


lanccrior * Helmust ^6hV 
~ stated in a speech to ihe Bundes- 
tag: “We shall do our utmost to 
keep alive the awareness of 
national unity and to preserve the 
common assets that link the peo- 
' pie in the two pails of Germany. 
Our goal remains that of freedom 
and unity for all Germans/’ 

Of late, leading Eastern politi- 
cians or advisers have also spoken 
on this subject. For example, Mr. 
Alexander Yakovlev, adviser to 
General Secretary Gorbachev, 
said: “We are not the ones who 
built tiie Wall — it is not our 
.Wall. It is the affair of the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic. It was 
dearly erected under very speci- 
fic circumstances.” This promp- 
ted Chairman Erich Honecker to 
say: “The Wall will remain as 
long as the conditions that led to 
its erection do not change. It will 
continue to stand for fifty or even 


speech delivered by President 
Reagan in 1987 ^te’n Beriin ‘cele- 
brated its 750th anniversary and 
he stated in front of the Branden- 
burg Gate, tiie dry’s main land- 
mark: ‘Take the Wall Down, Mr. 
Gorbachev...'”. 

“Depressing and incompatible 
with tiie basic human rights 
adopted by the CSCE conference 
in Vienna'', is how Mr. Hans- 
Jocfaen Vogel, leader of the SPD 
opposition party in the Federal 
Republic of Germany, described 
Mr. Honecker 1 s remark that the 
Wall might stand for another fifty 
or hundred years. 

No matter how the question 
about the early demolition of the 
Wall is answered by history, the 
GDR has not managed to attain 
one of its goals — to “stifle” the 
Western part of Berlin. Today, 28 
years after the erection of the 
WaU, the opposite is true: 

— With two milli on inhabitants 


(870.000. of tfiem employed). 
West Berlin achieves 'ad' annual 
gross domestic product of DM 70 
billion (the value of a! 1 , goods and 
services produce* 4 ). 

— Every year roughly six mil- 
lion tourists and congress partici- 
pants visit the city. It is the 
world’s sixth most important con- 
gress centre. This economic sec- 
tor alone attains an annual tur- 
nover of about DM 2 billion. 

— Annually about 26 million 
people from elsewhere in the 
Federal Republic of Germany 
and from Western European 
countries travel to West Berlin — 
more than three times as many as 
in 1971 (when an agreement con- 
cluded by the four Victorious 
Powers— the USA, USSR, U.K. 
and France — took effect). 

— Almost 12 per cent of all 
scientists in the Federal Republic 
of Germany live and work in 
Berlin. 





Cinema 


Tel: 677420 


The Brandenburg gate and the Berlin Wall, showing the East Berfin T.V. tower in the 
background. 

a hundred years if the tiasoiis for 
it are not eliminated.’’ 

At the Vienna Conference on 
Security and Cooperation 1 in • 

Europe (CSCE), George Shultz, 
then Secretary of State of tiie 
USA, staled on behalf of Presi- 
dent RonaW Reagan: “The Wall 
continues to.be the symbol of the 
division of Europe, an inhuman 
edifice that merely separates peo- 
ple from one another and must 
therefore be tom down.” His 
British counterpart, Mr. Geof-/ 
frey Howe, likewise demanded at * 
the conference that the Wall be 
demolished. These two Western 
voices followed up tiie great 


The first step to Mars 


By Harry F. Rosenthal 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Now that 
U.S. President George Bush has 
endorsed “a journey into tomor- 
row” — a tomorrow that includes 
-people living and working on the 
moon and mars — Congress will 
first have to give NASA a space 
haven doser to home. 

It’s called space station free- 
dom, an orbiting laboratory, that 
was to have beoome a reality in 
1992 but trill be lucky to be built 
in time to greet the 21st century. 

Only a few hours after Bush 
spoke Thursday, the station sur- 
vived another financial diffhan- 
ger in the House of Representa- 
tives, one of a long series. 

When then-president Ronald 
Reagan proposed the station in 
1984, the cost for that single 
component of a moon-mars fu- 
ture was estimated to be $8 tril- 
lion . Today’s guess is $30 billion 
and some experts say even that 
won’t come dose. 

Returning to the moon and 
going on from there to mars 
would cost untold billions more 
and would require a buildup of 
NASA engineers and industrial 
machinery not unlike the Apolk) 
days of the 1960s. More than 
400,000 people worked on the 
moon programme; today, NASA 
and its civilian contractors em- 
ploy fewer than 150,000. 

One of the president's chief 
aides, budget Director Richard 
Damian, was the only adminis- 
tration official to say what Bush’s 
vision migh t cost. 

“Our current estimates are 
roughly — very, very roughly — 
that if you went to mars by the 
year 2020 and did so first estab- 
lishing a lunar base and then 
going from the moon, the 
price tag over tins 30-year period 
would be on the order of $400 
billion” he told re p o rters. The 
figure, he said, is in todays dol- 
lars, not figuring in inflation. 

“1 know it seems like a very 
large number but you have to 
remember that it is over a 30-year 
period,” Damian said. “Obvious- 
ly, it puts the system to the test. It 
is a question of how much one 
cares about the future.” 

Bush, in a speech that com- 
memorated the 20th anniversary 
of the first landing on tiie moon, 
said pointedly that it is up to 
Congress to make the space 


dreams a reality. 

It is in the Congress, he said, 
“where the future of the space 
station and our future as a 
spacefearing nation will be de- 
cided.” 

Bush called the space station 
an essential bridge to the moon- 
mars proposals for the 21st cen- 
tury. 

Members of Congress criticised 
Bush’s omission of a timetable 
and estimated costs but the house 
readily turned back an attempt by 
Rep. Charles Schumer, a New 
York Democrat, to transfer $714 
million from next year’s budget 
for the space station to program- 
mes for veterans’ medical care, 


pollution control and low-income 
and elderiy bousing. 

“If the Schumer Amendment 
bad passed, it probably would 
have killed the space station,” 
said Rep. Bill Nelson, a Florida 
Democrat, chairman of the 
House Space Subcommittee. 

Nelson, who once rode on the 
space shuttle and is a strong 
advocate of Bush’s proposals, 
said that NASA can't meet those 
goals on its present budget level 
of about $10 billion a year. 

“It will have to be a $30 billion 
a year NASA to cany this out,” 
he said. That would represent 
more than 2 per cent of the 
national budget — but still far 


less than ’ the 4 per cent-plus 
required to send Apollo to the 
moon. 

At a White House news confer- 
ence, NASA administrator 
Richard Truly said that even if 
the money were made available. 
NASA today could not do the 
job. 

“We have a full plate with 
space shuttle flights and space 
station freedom," he said. "To 
take on extra programmes, we 
would need extra help — techni- 
cians and engineers and facilities. 
But NASA has the underlying 
structure, and given the money, 
we could flesh out." 
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U.S. Senate approves 
$295 billion defence bill 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The house has approved a 
$295 billion defence bill that suspends most produc- 
tion of the experimental Stealth bomber, cuts money 
for the space-based missile defence system and 
eliminates $100 million for the Midgetman missile. 


By a vote of 261-162, the 
House adopted a bill late Tliurs- 
day that dealt a severe blow to 
the U.S. Defence Department 
budget proposed by President 
George Bush’s administration. 

While cutting administration- 
backed programmes, the bill in- 
cludes money for the navy's F- 
14D jet fighter and the Marine 
Corps' V-Z2 Osprey vertical 
takeoff assault transport — two 
programmes Bush planned to 
scrap. 

•*We have pretty well shredded 
George Bush’s strategic program- 
mes/' said Congressman Les 
Aspin. a member of the opposi- 
tion Democratic Party and chair- 
man of the House Armed Ser- 
vices Committee. 

The Senate, the other legisla- 
tive chamber in the U.S. Con- 
gress. nairowly turned back an 
amendment that could have 
opened the door to deep cuts in 
the budget for the space defence 
svstem that has been dubbed 
."Star Wars." The vote was 50-47 
to table, and thus set aside, the 
amendment. 

The measure sponsored by 
Sen. Bennet Johnston, a Demo- 
crat. would have frozen S3.62 
billion of the U.S. Defence De- 
partment’s allocation for Star 
Wars, adding only enough to 
cover 3.2 per cent inflation. 


The freeze would not have 
affected the $2.6 billion ear- 
marked for the Department of 
Energy in Bush’s overall spend- 
ing plan of 54. 9 billion for Star 
Wars in the new fiscal year. 

The Senate is expected to finish 
work on its version of a military 
spending bill next week. 

After that, representatives 
from the House and Senate will 
meet in a conference committee 
to try to forge a compromise 
defence spending plan. That 
meeting will take place after the 
legislators' August recess. 

[n the House, the final cut in 
the Bush defence budget was the 
S100 million the administration 
requested for the Midgetman. 

By a vote of 176-90, the House 
approved the move eliminating 
ail the money requested for the 
single- warhead Midgetman mis- 
sile. 

Democrats generally support 
the Midgetman system, designed 
to move around on heavy trucks, 
as a way to force the two super- 
powers to move toward single- 
warhead missiles than would pre- 
sent less tempting targets in a 
crisis than the 10-warhead MX 
and similar Soviet missiles. 

The House’s military spending 
blueprint calls for suspending 
proauction of the B-2 Stealth 
bomber, priced at about $530 


million a copy, until the Defence 
Department scales back its $70- 
billion, 132-plane programme. 

The bill also requires the admi- 
nistration to demonstrate that the 
B-2 is a proven plane before 
production resumes. 

Bush and Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney bad lobbied hard 
for the costly aircraft. In the days 
before House action on the au- 
thorisation bill, the administra- 
tion also pleaded its case for Star 
Wars. 

But the House slashed Sl.S 
billion from the president's re- 
quest for a total of $4.9 billion for 
Star Wars, officially known as the 
Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI)- The House earmarked the 
savings for conventional 
we apons, cleanup of nuclear de- 
fence facilities and military drug 
interdiction. 

In other action, the House; 

— Approved an amendment 
limi ting total outlays for defence 
in fiscal 1990 to $299.2 billion. 

— Adopted a non-binding re- 
solution urging Bush to press the 
Soviets on dismantling their 
ground-based, anti-satellite, 
weapons and to negotiate a treaty 
with the Soviets on imposing 
strict limitation's on those 
weapons. 

— Voted to prohibit use of 
fiscal 1990 money for army pro- 
duction of binary chemical 
weapons. 

— Adopted a non-binding re- 
solution urging Bush to step up 
negotiations with the Soviets on 
an agreement to stop production 
and stockpiling of lethal chemical 
weapons. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zaid Dm Shaker Thursday attends a meeting of the 
in Amman (Petra photo) 


Higher Agricultural Condi 


Sharif Zaid: Jordan will soon 
settle dinar’s exchange rate 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minis ter Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker 
Thursday stressed the need for 
encouraging Jordanian citizens to 
work in the agricultural sector 
and voiced hope that the ex- 
change rate of the Jordan dinar 
will be settled soon, with a view 
to restore balance to the local 
market. 

Sharif Zaid was speaking at a 
meeting for the Higher Agricultu- 
ral Council, which was attended' 
by Agriculture Minister Adnan 
fiadran. 


Badran called for studying and 
discussing production require- 
ments, considering them as 
priorities posed by the current 
circumstances the country is pre- 
sently passing through. 

The council discussed a work- 
ing paper presented by the Jor- 
dan Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC) on the production and 
distribution of chemical fertilisers 
in Jordan, their uses and sources. 

The council also reviewed 
means of meeting the local re- 
quirements of chemical fertilis- 


ers, and a programme proposed 
by the JPMC and the fertilisers 
industries to provide such kinds 
of fertilisers locally. 

Following the review of the 
programme, the council 
approved the recommendations 
made by the JPMC, decided to- 
set up a special committee to 
study the present prices of fertilis- 
ers and to propose reasonable 
prices, which can serve as incen- 
tives fo rthe local production of 
these fertilisers. 


.§. inflation shoots up dramatically 


British railwaymen suspend strikes 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. economy turned in its most 
sluggish performance in almost 
three years from April through 
June as inflation shot up dramati- 
cally. the government has re- 
ported. 

In a report apt to raise reces- 
sion fears, the Commerce De- 
partment said the gross national 
product (GNP), the broadest 
gauge of economic health, grew 
at a lackluster 1.7 per cent annual 
rate in the spring quarter. 

It was the worst growth rate 
since a 0.8 per cent increase in the 
third quarter of 1986, the last 


time the economy skirted close to 
a recession. 

The sluggish growth reflected 
widespread weakeness in con- 
sumer spending on big items and 
housing construction and a sharp 
deterioration in the country’s 
foreign trade performance. 

Economists say that further 
weakness in any of these areas 
could be enough to end the cur- 
rent record peacetime expansion, 
now in its seventh year. 

Inflation is also posing a threat 
to the economy. A GNP inflation 
index shot up at an annual rate of 
4.9 per cent in the April-June 


quarter, the fastest dip in more 
than six years. 

The pickup, from an increase 
of 4 per cent in the first quarter, 
was blamed on a sharp jump in 
energy prices. 

The GNP report, which 
showed an even more sluggish 
economy than many analysts had 
been expecting, represented a 
setback for the government's eco- 
nomic forecasts. 

Last week. President George 
Bush's administration issued a 
revised economic forecast pre- 
dicting economic growth of 2.9 
per cent for 1989. 


LONDON (R) — Britain's big- 
gest rail union has ended a bitter 
pay dispute and suspended a cam- 
paign of 24-hour strikes which, 
have disrupted business and 
brought misery to millions of 
commuters. 

The National Union of Rail- 
waymen (NUR) said it bad de- 
cided to accept an 8.8 per cent 


pay offer which two smaller rail 
unions had already accepted from 
state-owned British Rail. The 
NUR rejected the offer last 
week. 

NUR leader Jimmy Knapp said 
the union would keep fighting to 
defend national collective bar- 
gaining — a second key issue in 
the dispute. He called for further 


talks with British Rail. 

“We shall continue the cam- 
paign among members on this 
vital issue,” he told journalists. 

There were also growing signs 
that a second major national 
strike was crumb ling as dockers 
protesting against the abolition of 
a jobs-for-life scheme returned to 
work at Britain’s biggest port. 
Tilbury. 


Third World states boost imports 


London’s financial district 
rocked by new stock scandal 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Third 
World countries have been mak- 
ing it easier for the rest of the 
world to sell them more goods 
despite their need for cash to pay 
off their heavy debts, according 
to a three-year study. 

The study, funded by the Ford 
Foundation, suggested that the 
United States and other industrial 
countries should help correct this 
situation by opening their gates to 
more Third World products, such 


as clothes and tropical fruit. 

Additional sales of such pro- 
ducts to the developed countries 
could be expected to increase 
jobs and business in the Third 
World, it said. 

Richer countries strictly limit 
their imports of many popular 
items such as men's underwear 
and women's blouses, which are 
available cheaply because of low 
Third World labour coses, to pro- 
tect their own jobs and business 


people. 

The report also found a new 
interest in the Third World for 
taking part in the current series of 
global trade talks, aimed at dis- 
mantling barriers to trade. It is 
due to end in 1990 with a series of 
agreements among almost 100 
countries. 

The report said that in earlier 
rounds. Third World govern- 
ments insisted more on their de- 
mands for help from richer coun- 
tries. 


LONDON (AP) — A jew stock 
scandal involving Britain's big- 
gest bank is prompting demands 
tor tougher policing of Europe's 
major financial district. 

The controversy, known as the 
“Blue Arrow affair,” has led to 
the reluctant resignation of the 
chairman of the bank. National 
Westminster PLC, and has dam- 
aged the bank’s blue-chip reputa- 
tion. 

A government report severely 
criticised the conduct of Natwest 
officials in the 1987 sale of shares 
in Blue Arrow PLC, an employ- 




ENGLISH TEACHER WANTED 


Must be American or English origin 
Good salary and benefits 
Experience needed 

Tel: 810027 between 8-1 p.m. 


REQUIRED 

Sales Representatives 
(Male or female) 


For a leading office equipment establishment, with the 
following qualifications: 

— Excellent Arabic and English (oral and written) 

— University degree isn Bus. Admin, or related field. 

— Having own car. 

— About 23-30 years old. 

Jf you meet the above qualifications you may send us your 
detailed resume, recent photo, along with a covering letter 
to the attention of: 

MSD 

P.O. Box 926808 Amman - Jordan 


CAR FOR SALE 

Toyota Cressida, 1984 model. 70,000 km. Manu- 
al transmission, all electric, duty paid. 

Contact tel: 674183 


FOR RENT 

A complete floor consisting of 4 bedrqoms, 3 
salons and separate central heating, 365 square 
metres. 

Location: Abdoun arrea. 

Please call 819034 


EXCELLENT BUILDING FOR RENT 
IN WEST AMMAN 

Excellent building for rent in West Amman/Umm 
Utheynah, North of Amra Hotel. Consists of two 
storeys and roof. Each storey consists of two flats. 
Good finishings and details. 

Could be offices for embassy employees. 

It could be rented furnished or non-fumished, and 
we are' interesting to rent it for one party. 

For more informations caii on: 828270 


PENTHOUSE FOR RENT (ROOF)— 

280 sq.m, of luxury house in quite and safe area close to 
the 5th Circle. Third floor, with a magnificent view of the 
city. Wall-to-wall carpet in four bedrooms, one is master 
suite with Walkin closets and bath. Three bedrooms with 
three marble bathrooms, 12x7 living room, 6x8 family 
room open to large country kitchen with breakfast area, 
5x4 marble terrace, with outdoor furniture, dining room, 
servant and laundry rooms. All furniture and appliance are 
deluxe, made in the U.S. Owner living in the U.S. and here 
for two days only. T.V., telephone, stereo, video, central 
and solar heating. 

Please call owner at 677739 from 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

IN SAUDI ARABIA 

A leading Saudi company seeks to employ sales en- 
gineers to cover various markets in Saudi Arabia. 

The position requires a talented professionals with a 
degree in chemical, electrical, mechanical or electronic 
engineering. Three to five years experience in process 
control and instrumentation is preferred. Proficiency in 
English and Arabic is a must. 

If you are interested in a business career with challenging 
and growth opportunities plus competitive compensation 
package, please send your resume to: 

Tlg-Tesco international Ltd. 

P.O. Box 647 
Dammam, 31421 
Saudi Arabia. 

Note: Resumes should be received in our offices before Aug. 

20, 1989. 


meat services agency. The report 
reflects a government move to 
crack down on financial man- 
ipulations in Britain. 

The furor has also raised ques- 
tions about the adequacy of the 
country’s framework for financial 
self-regulation, -a system estab- 
lished after the 1986 “big bang” 
— the broad deregulation of Brit- 
ish financial markets. 

“The British style of fleave it to 
an old-boy network' was all right 
when the old boys had stan- 
dards," said legislator John 
Smith, financial affaire spokes- 
man for the opposition Labour 
Party. “We're in a world of global 
finance now where these things 
are swept aside. We need tough 
enforcement." 

“I think it's very dear to me 
standards in the city have fallen 
dreadfully,” Smith said, referring 
to the city of London, the neigh- 
bourhood of the capital where 
most major financial businesses 
are located. 

“We’ve now got a whole series 
of these things,” he told a recent 
gathering of the Association of 
American Correspondents in 
London. 

The Blue Arrow affair follows i 
what is known as the Guinness 
scandal involving the giant brew- 
er, Guinness PLC- ! 


Guinness admitted that its for- 
mer management arranged for 
third parties to buy Guinness 
stock, apparently to inflate the 
share price ana enhance the 
attractiveness of the company’s 
successful cash-and-stock offer in 
1986 for the liquor company Dis- 
tillers Co. 

Seven men, inducting Guin- 
ness’ deposed chairman, Ernest 
Saunders, are awaiting trial on 
criminal charges. 

The latest scandal grew out of 
Blue Arrow’s $13-bflhon acquisi- 
tion of Manpower Inc. 


| MANY VILLAS 
| AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifleh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Waef Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


-FLAT FOR RENT IN ABDOUN— 

Furnished super deluxe ground floor consists of two 
bedrooms, large L-shape salons/sitting and dining rooms 
including BAR, spacius kitchen, verandas/maid room, two 
bathrooms with TV/video/stereo with all electrical ap- 
pliances Including electrical shutters. Bar-B-Q and. gar- 
age. separate telephone/water/heating and electricity. 
Next to Elia Nuqul residence - Abdoun. 

For more information please contact 814850 - 
844581. 


GAR FOR 5ALE 

Duty Unpaid 

Toyota "Cressida” model 81, air conditioning, 
power steering. 

Price JD 700. 

Tel. 815109 




FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, full kitchen, great 
neighbourhood, In Shmeisani area 

For further information, please call 
823441 



Nsdmlsim Israel 
of undermining dinar 

AMMAN (Agencies) . — Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJl Govtrnor - 
Mohammad Saeed A1 Nabulsi 
accused Israel Thursday of hying 
to nadenoioe the dinar by trig- 
germg- panic-selling of the Jorda- . 
nian currency in the Z&racfi-occii- - 
pied West Bank. ; 

Nabulsi, addressing bankers - 
anti Jordanian businessmen,' said 
Jordan planned to formalise a 
two-tfex exchange rate due to 
pressure from its balance of pay- 
ments deficit. 

The lower rate would be for . 
government imports of. basic 
commodities andthcrewould be 
a free maketraie for coramerda) 
banks to finance private sector M ohamm ad Sated Nabutel 
imports.! _ • a lot of panic and instability.” 

•Nabulsi said Israel had planted . **We have repeatedly affirmed 
rumours that Jordan has planning to our families there (Israeli- 
te replace the (final with a new occupied territories) that the di- 
enrrebey. nar will not change and those 

“The dinar in the West Bank people have got to - have faith in 
has always been a target for die dinar,” Nabulsi Said, 

Israeli con spir acies . aimed at Effective early July, the CBJ 
shaking it... we felt the Israelis’ began to sell foreign currency to 
goal was to further perplex Jor- banks and financial comp anie s so 
dan and to kill the' spirit of as to meet the citizens' needs and 
struggle among, the Palestinians influence the dinar’s rate of ex- 
in oner uprising,” he said. . •. change, Nabulsi said. 

The dinar has been the mam 'He a dded that a medium-term 
legal tender in the West Bank, economic adjustment programme 
where Palestinians have been in for 1989-1993 was prepared in 
revolt for 19 months against conjunction with the Intemation- 
Israeli occupation. al Monetary Fond (IMF) to re- 

Nabulsi said the government build the Jor dani an economy, 
has arrested Palestinian trier- . achieve self-reliance, promote in- 
chants who collaborated with an vestment and exports, and 
Israeli religious group to dump rationalise consumption- 
dinars onto otbe market. The economic programme “is 

“Imported commodities which intended to reconstruct the 
are not price controlled would national economy in order to 
not have to comply with- (the increase the chances of genuine 
Central Bank’s) exchange rate growth,” he said. - - 
and merchants could buy foreign ' . The programme is designed to 
currency from other channels if improve the performance of the 
they wish,” Nabulsi told repor- national economy abroad in a 
tens following a lecture at the way that replenishes the King- 
Abdul Hamid Shaman Founds- dom’s reserves of foreign curren- 
tion. _ ' cy and tackles the deficit in the 

He said Jordanian authorities balance of payments, 
have arrested “a group of Palesti- On the remittances of expatri- 

nian merchants who collaborated ales, Nabulsi said that it coasti- 
with an Israeli religions group to tutes a base -source of foreign 
flood the Kingdom’s market with currency and that CBJ began to 
an influx of Jordanian din are.” issue -bonds in foreign currency 
He did not say how many J where, the interest and revenues 
people were arrested or provide on these bonds will also be paid in 
other details, but said the money foreign- currency, 
involved was “a large amount. It He said efforts wifi undoubted- 

was not a small one at all.” Iy be exerted to surmount the 
Nabulsi said that because of the economic and monetary crisis 
sales of dinars, “there was a great Jordan is passing through. He 
demand for dollar in the Jorda- said that the Kingctorn’s ability to 
nian market, where the dollar face problems is unHmited and 
was trading at an unrealistic rate that in a few years the Jordanian 
in the black market.and it caused economy will recover. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, July 27, 1989 
Central Book official rates 


Deutscbenark 
Swiss banc 
Ftench base 


MM 309.5 
356.1 359.7 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Staling 


Bar Se9 

572.4 578.4 


Japanese yen (for 100) 411 3 415.4 

Dutch guilder 271.6 274.3 

89.6 »_ 5 


Swedish crown 
Italian lira ffbr 100) 


ncoA » 

948.5 958.0 . Belgian finoc (fiat 10) 146.3 147.8 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6568/78 

1.1833/43 

1.8761/68 

2. 1163/70 

1.6135/45 

39.28/31 

6.3500/50 

1349/1350 

139.23/33 

6.4050/100 

6.8850/900 

7.2950/300 

372.00/372.50 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
. Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



WORLD STOCK 


By Reuters - - • 

SYDNEY — The share market closed mixed, with high interest 
rates a depressant. The All Ordinaries Index closed 1.4 points 
lower at 1,626.8: in active trading. 

TOKYO — After a sharp rise at the opening, investors took 
profits most of the day and prices closed easier in moderate 
trading. The. Nikkei Index fell 79.65 to 34,705.63. 

- HONG KONG — Signs of a revival in the property market pushed 
share nrfees up to end at the day’s high. The Hang Seng Index 
■ rose 33.04 to 2.526.75. ■ . , a 

SEWAPORE —Prices closed marginally higher on lace buying 


Industrial Index rose' 3.78 to 1,370.14. 

BOMBAY — Shme prices fell further on heavy selling for the 

“5E! If Pnme - I ^ nistcr Gandhi’s government 
continued to face opjx^non attacks oyer a controversial Before 
gun deal. Tata Steel fen 25 rupees to 1,277.50. 

FRANkruRT tower as deafens settled, back for a 

^1^ h ^ n ^S*^“ u “ in,heweek - ^ 

Sbares^psed Tngher on large volume, with Nestle 
LONDON — Shares retreated from their highs, ending another 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Sjl^a tT CI ^ UNDER rilffi after poo r re- 

nfff { * a ?y caUcd Tliunday for a purge of sports 
^^abfollow^g Iran s narrow win ewer Obma in a weekend 
sowwoild Oro qualifier. The 3-2 result all but ended Dean’s 
^geesof reaepmg the 1990 finals in Italy. A fetter goal 
' ha Y e : ke P t fran in the running, tratnowCbmaare 

ulcely to advance after an expected win over Thaxhmd in the last ■ 
gameof the group. ’Hie timeis right to rethink onr sports policy 
and sack those responsible for its present miserable state.” the 
<™n«ar» jaews. agency ERNA quoted Kayhan lntemational as 
. ®r ^ e y aaro played enough with the future of onr youth 
ana the country’s nepdtatfon-.” (R) 

BUTCHER SIGNS NEW CONTRACT WITH RANGERS: 

^^“ocn^al defender Terry Butcher ended speculation about 
n*s future by signing a new two-year contract with Scottish 
champions Glasgcw Rangcrs Thursday. Butcher, who had 12 
. months of an existing- deal to- nm, reached agreement with 
manager Graeme Souness to stay at foxfe until 1991 by which, 
he wffl be 32. It bad been reported that En glish first division 
Tottenham were poised to make a one million pound sterling 
(y i .roj mllion) bid for. the player whom Souness described as a 
significant factor” in Rangers’ title triumph last season. (R) 

YAMAHA TO CONTINUE WITH ZAKSPEED: Yamaha, 
gpprng to compete with Honda as a major Japanese presence in 
rormula One, announced in Hockenbtibm Friday uey would 
continue to supply engines to the West German Zatepcedteamm 
lyyU. Ya maha issued a statement malcmg the announcement 
shortly after both Zakspeeds had again failed to pre-qualify for 
Sunday s West German Grand Prix. Zakspeed have foiled to 
prequalify for every race, this season and had been desperate to 
gain qualification for at least one of their cars for the team’s home 
Grand Prix at Hockenbeim.. Despite thedr. d«mai sequen ce of 
failures, both Yamaha and Zakspeed remained optimistic. Yama- 
ha’s Formula One engine manager M. Gotoh said: “This year has 
not produced the results expected. However, building the 
foundation for any successful team is not easy. It requires a lot of 
time and p atien ce as well as hard work;” (R) 

GIANT-KILLER UPSETS TWO SEEDS IN ONE DAY: 

West German Jens Woefrnnanzt, in search of a decent world 
ranking, upset both top seed Jakob Hlasek of Switzerland and 
16th seed Jan Gtmnarsson in a day of shocks at the $350,000 
Stuttgart Grand Prix tennis tournament Thursday. Altogether 
seven seeds fell during the day, including all of the top four. 
Woehnnann, world number 162, beat Hlasek 6-4, 4-6, 6-3 in a 
second round ■ match 1 continued from Wednesday, leaving the 
world ninth-ra nk ed Swiss stranded time and agafn with lethal 
cross-court backhands. With most spectators still asking “Jens 
who?” he came out again a few hours later to polish off 
Gunnaisson, Ms Swedish third round opponent 6-4, 6-4. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BV CHARLES OORBI 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

ClMB Triton* Itadh Sanfcaa, hK. 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AQJ 9954 0AQJ3 *876 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * Pus 7 

What do you bid now? ; 

QJ — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4K9862 965 083 *9842 

Parmer opens foe bidding with one 
no tramp. What action do yon take? 

QJ — Neither vulnerable, as Smith 
you hold: 

♦ KJ93 9KJ7 0763 *AJ7 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

I * Pass 10 P tea ~ 

1 * Pass 3 NT Pass 

? 

What action do you take? . ... 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold- 

475 9AJ83 OQ73 4AJ81 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

Pass Pass 1 * Pass . 

? 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

What do you bid now? 


Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold' 

*K76 V« OAKQ762 *Q32 
The bidding has proreeded: 

South . Wert . North East 

1 0 Pass 1 * Pass 

2 0 Pass 3 * . Pass ? 

"♦ ~ • 

What do you bid. now? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ AM 910762 083 *J652 

The biddinghas proceeded: 

North East South Wert 

1 9 Pass 2 9 Pan 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Look foe answers on Monday. 

For information about Charles 
Gorcn’s newsletter for bridge play* 
era, writs Gbrcu Bridge Letter, P.O. 
Box 4426, Orlando, Via. 32862- 
4426. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“If you cover paper cups with clear 
plastic wrap, they look like 
expensive crystal! And for just 
a fraction of the cost!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m by Hand Amok) and Bob Lae 


Un scra mb le these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
tour ortttnary words. 


|g«»M 



53 


pa 



53 


mmm 


■■■■ 



E 


■ 

■ 




_r Tl 


Now arrange tte dieted Mtere to 
form tbeaaprtse answer, as *uq- 
gerted by the above cartoon. 


^nn^2 a tnn” 

(Answers tomorrow) 

, jumbtoK FLUKE AGATE TOWART SHOULD. -■ 

1 *— 


Swimming in Jordan: art of self-motivation 


-By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter . . 

AMMAN .— Excelling 
in a sport requires long years 
of hard work and contmoons 
exercise to polish the athlete’s 
drills and keep him in exceDoit 
physical condition. 

Ali Alwazam began his swim- 
ming career at the age of ten. 
Today, though still relatively 
young at 19, he a Jordan’s swim- 
ming rl ia m jti ftn- 

“It took a lot of time and 
effort, hot in the end, it was 
worth it,” Wazani said to the 
Jordan Tunes. 

. - Achievements started when 
Wazani joined the beginners’ 
swimming team and won its 
champpasiup in 1979. A year 
later he participated in the swim- 
ming champ ion sh ip with Iraq, in 
which he scored well. 

About that first experience 
Wazani said: “Competing with 
other national groups for the first 
time has both its negative and 
positive effects on the athlete, 
and though it was scary, it gave 
me a real sense of competitive- 
ness.** 

Wazani continued with the be- 
ginners’ team until 1985, when he 
set the record for men’s freestyle 
of 1.5 minute. After that , he 
joined the national swimming 
team and took up the 100-200 
metres breast stroke. 



Alt Wazani, male national champion: “Always make it a point to train 
at least ten times a week.” 


Today, Wazani's records stand 
unbroken with 1.6.96 min ute in 
100m butterfly, 1.5 minute in 
100m breast stroke, 2.44.3 mi- 
nute in 200m breast stroke, 2 32 
in medley; thus making him Jor- 
dan ’s undisputed swimming 
champion. Though Wazani has 
held the records for quite a while 
now, he does not seem so 
pleased, because of the fact that 
national competition is very li- 
mited. 

“Sometimes, the records stay 
unbeaten for a number of years, 
without, even their holders, 
breaking them,” Wazani said. 

The female swimming cham- 


pion, Lara Demirjian, has a 
somewhat similar background. 
She participated in the clubs’ 
championship at the age of 
eleven, then joined the national 
swimming team in 1982 at the age 
of twelve. 

In 1987, Demerjian partici- 
pated, for the first time in a 


swimming competition abroad (in 
Egypt). She came in first with 
records of 1.3 minute in 100m 
breast stroke, and 3.15 minute in 
200m breast stroke. 

But that was only the begriming 
for the eager teenager, for when 
she participated in the 1988 Iraqi 
“Saddam National Cham- 
pionship,” she not only won first 
place id the 100-200m breast 
stroke, but she was also chosen as 
the best swimmer in the Cham- 
pionship. 

Demerjian, like her male coun- 
terpart, also voiced disatisfaction 
about the current lack of com- 
petitiveness in foe country, saying 
that “usually the first player 
scores very high records, while 
the second lags very far behind. 

This does not at all help the 
winner who eventually gives up 
dying to improve his record be- 
cause of the lack close competi- 
tion.” 

But the lack of competitiveness 
does not at all affect the rwo 
swimmers’ enthusiasm and deter- 


The coach highlighted the fact that swim- 
ming as a sport, should begin at school, 
and should not be limited to “a certain 
social class” capable of paying the fees 
charged by private clubs. 


mination to continue doing their 
best and working very hard on 
improving their skills. 

“Though I am currently taking 
a summer course at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan. I always make it a 
point to train at least ten times a 
week, with an average of 20-24 
hours,” Wazani said. 

The National Swimming Team 
trains its members only five days 
a week, with a daily average of 
two hours. According xo the 
coach, Khamees Ghaith, this load 
is not nearly enough. A swimmer 
needs much more training than 
that which the ream is currently 
offering. 

However, the team lack the 
proper facilities, Wazani and De- 
merjian have arranged for an 
additional three days of training at 
a private club in order to meet the 
essential average of training 
needed to stay in top shape. 

“The team does not even have 
its own swimming pool, and the 
players have to use the pool in the 
Hussein Youth City, one of the 
very few regulation swimming 
pools in Jordan,” Ghaith said. 

He stressed the need for more 
Olympic-size swimming pools 
and swimming facilities to im- 
prove the swimmers' potential 
and thus improve the country's 
competitiveness with other coun- 
tries. 

“Swimming is a summer sport 
in Jordan, for again, the only 
regulation indoor swimming pool 
in Jordan is that of the Sports 


City, which. I think, and every 
coach believes, is hardly suffi- 
cient. It is even nothing com- 
pared to the swimming facilities 
offered by the neighbouring Arab 
countries,” Gaith complained. 

The coach highlighted the fan 
that swimming, as a* sport, should 
begin at school, and should not 
be limited to a “certain social 
class” capable of paying the fees 
charged by private clubs. 

“The government should offer 
more material and moral support 
for its youth, because we already 
have the raw material — a lot of 
energetic youth willing and able 
to offer the best they have to this 
country. All they need is an 
official authority to guide and 
steer them in the right direction.” 
he said. 



Lara Demerjian : lacks dose com- 
petition 


British 

runners 

labelled 

unpatriotic 

LONDON (AP) — Sprinter John 
Regis Thursday accused Eamonn 
Martin and Mark Rowland of 
“letting down their country” by 
polling out of Britain's team for 
next week’s European Cup at 
Gateshead. 

Martin, the national 10,000 
metres record-hokler, and Row- 
land, the Olympic steeplechase 
bronze medallist, angered selec- 
tors when they withdrew this 
week. 

Regis, Britain's only world 
track Iffikmpioh.'will ran the 200 
metres at a meet. Points there 
will go towards qualifying for the. 
World Cup in September. 

“Kwe fell to qualify by three or 
four points, there will be a lot of 
athletes who will be very bitter 
about them,” Regis said. “Any- 
one who is selected should be 
proud and honoured to nm and 
should not pull out unless in- 
jured. They are letting down then- 
country. 

“There should be some disci- 
plinary action against them.” 

- The two athletes might also 
have jeopardised their chances of 
selection for the Commonwealth 
Games in Auckland, New Zea- 
land, next year. 


S. African may face tennis ban 


LONDON (AP) — The Interna- 
tional Tennis Federation, anxious 
to keep its sport in the Olympics, 
said Thursday it was badring a 
move to expel South Africa, one 
of its founding members. 

The ITF said it was supporting 
a resolution from Nigeria that the 
South African Tennis Union be 
thrown out of the 147-nation 
organisation “until the policy of 
apartheid in South Africa is aban- 
doned.” 

The resolution, also backed by 
Denmark, Finland. Norway and 
Swed en, will be voted on at the 
ITFs annual meeting in Buenos 
Aires in September. No member 
nation ev er h as been expelled 
from the ITF. 

A statement from the federa- 
tion’s management committee 
said kicking South Africa out of 
dm TTF-^was- “essential -if- the 
federation is to retain its mem- 
bership of the Olympic games.” 

Officials said they wanted to 
avoid offending International 
Olympic Committee members 
opposed to sporting links with the 
ra cially divided nation. 

ITF general manager Mike 
Davies said the step would not 
affect individual South Africans 
playing on the men's and 
women’s tour. Christo Van Rens- 
burg, ranked 25th among men, 
leads South Africa professional 
players. 

“I don’t think the ruling will 
have any practical implications,” 
Davies said. “(South Africa) 
players are not representing their 
country and ... any event that has 


.international competition will 
have to accept players of all 
nationa lities .” 

The ITF said its managemet 
committee was backing the expul- 
sion move because “South Afri- 
ca's continued membership is a 
disruption to the development, 
stability and integrity of the game 
internationally.'' 

Although South Africa is ban- 
ned from all team tennis events, 
including the Olympics, Davis 
Cup and Federation Cup, Davies 


said its expulsion from the ITF 
was a necessary political move 
aimed at pacifying Olympic offi- 
cials. 

In Seoul last year, tennis re- 
turned to the Olympic games as a 
medal sport for the first time in 64 
years when professional players 
were allowed to compete as a 
experiment. 

At an International Olympic 
Committee meeting next month, 
a* vote will be taken on allowing 
tennis to remain in the Olympics- 


Mayotte storms through 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Top- 
seeded Tim Mayotte blasted 11 
aces Thursday in a 7-6, 6-3 victoiy 
over Berry Moir that pot him in 
the quarterfinals -of the Sovran 
Bank classic. 

Mayotte, ranked no. 11 in the 
world, surrendered only 16 points 
off bis serve and did not face a 
break point. After winning the 
first-set tiebreaker 7-3, he got the 
only service-break of the match in 
the eighth game of the second set. 

The 28-year-old Wimbledon 
quart erfinalist then served out 
the match at 30. The final shot 
was, appropriately, an ace. 

Brad Gilbert, the second seed, 
overcame a 3-6 deficit in the 
second-set tiebreaker to beat 
South Africa’s Gary Muller, 6-2, 
7-6, and no. 10 Paul Chamberlin 
defeated Chris Garner, 6-3, 6-2. 
Three other seeded players, 
however, were not as fortunate. 


Jay Berger, the third seed, 
dropped a 7-6, 6-3 decision to Jim 
Grabb, an Todd Witsken rallied 
from a dismal first set to notch a 
1-6, 6-2. 6-3 victory over no. 6 
seed paul Annacone. Derrick 
Rostagno, the seventh seed, fell 
to Australia's Simon Youl, 7-6, 
7-6. 

India's Ramesh Krishnan adv- 
anced to the round of eight by 
ousting Argentina's Javier Frana, 
7-5, 6-1, and the match between 
no. 4 seed Yannick Noah and 
Richey Reneberg was delayed by 
rain. 

Mayotte, vying for his first 
tournament title of the year, did 
not face a break point in eliminat- 
ing the 195th-ranked Moir in 78 
minutes. 

“I served great today, really 
well,” he said. “Barry’s a good 
player, but I held my serve pretty 
easily." 


Baseball standings 


NEW YORK (AP) 
Thursday games. 


Major league baseball standing* following 


American League 



East Division 




W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

Baltimore 

53 

40 

.535 

_ 

Toronto 

50 

51 

.495 

j 

Cleveland 

49 

50 

.495 

4 

Boston 

47 

49 

.490 

4«: 

Milwaukee 

48 

53 

.475 

6 

New York 

47 

53 

.470 

6‘t 

Detroit 

34 

65 

.343 

19 


West 

Division 



California 

61 

39 

.610 



Oakland 

60 

41 

.594 

l 1 - 

Texas 

55 

45 

.550 

6 

Kansas City 

55 

46 

.545 

6 I- S 

Minnesota 

49 

51 

.490 

12 

Seattle 

48 

52 

.480 

13 

Chicago 

43 

58 

.426 

18>~ 


National League 




East Division 



Montreal 

59 

42 

.584 

_ 

Chicago 

55 

45 

S50 

3 ,, i 

New York 

53 

46 

.535 

5 

St. Louis 

51 

46 

.526 

6 

Pittsburgh 

44 

55 

.444 

14 

Philadelphia 

3S 

60 

■3S8 

!9‘- 


West Division 



San Francisco 

60 

42 

.588 


Houston 

58 

44 

.589 

2 

San Diego 

49 

S3 

.480 

II 

Los Angeles 

48 

55 

.466 

12>? 

Cincinnati 

46 

55 

.455 

IS'--. 

Atlanta 

42 

60 

.412 

IS 


HOROSCOPE NOT 


Peanuts 


HOW COULP THAT 6IRL 
THINK THAT VOU ARE ME 7 


THE Daily Crossword by Lan EBott 


ACROSS 
1 Sacuimr 
5 Drivel 
9 Owriord 

13 — Rica 

14 

MJabahnfn”’ 
16 Mind 

16 Rod pigment 

17 Bllko and 
Yoric abbr. 

IB Slant 
19 Coats a 
Monopolist 
long groan? . 

21 StekaT* 

•: akWdck 

22 DDE’s 

pradacassaor 

23 Burt’s brids 

24 Happbwss 

25 Slack 

26 Kind of 
tra it ! ticks! 

31 L&e — of 
bricks 

S3 Raeondfte 
34 Taka on 
SSSvslta 

37 Pons 

39 Plan: abbr. 

46 Additions 

42 FT; department 

43 Skeletal plans 
Groovy place? 

48Htg bn 

47 Writer Anita 
49 — Paulo 

82 Mates batter 
55 Short- 

temparad 
. Rakter? 

57 Vila anagram? 
66 Pereten 

59 Potato eg. 

60 Perform again 

tl. go bragb" 
62 Corpulent 

83 11# 

64 Fabulous 
birds 
.88 Sassy 

bowk 

1 Mass at aL 

2 te tha 
Dart* 



CiMS IH&uoa Macfla SwvIom, Inc. 

AU ngStt Rsaansd 

Ye s terday's P uzzle Sol ved: 

3 Road to 


Roma? 

4 Romano* 
writer Baibara 

5 Washbowl 

6 Kind of coal 

7 Pot starter 

8 Mountains 

a — - 

OilWTYf 

9 NYC club 
performer 

10 Theater award 

11 Scorch 

12 Mathod: abbr. 

13 Btaddacfc 
20 Bagalffite 
2TLong tbna 
24 Quip 

26 Not knpam for 
short poems 

27 Butty Mm 


nnnrr nnnnn nnnn 
nnnTi nnrana nnan 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnran nnfinix 
nnmn nnnnrann 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
ronn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnanmaQnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnnn nncira 
nnnnn nnnn nm 
nonnnnrainriaiin^nH 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


26 RaUgbus gp. 50 of MUM' 
36 Son of Isaac 61 Brutish one 

28 Granular snow 38 Roof 52 CatUa group 

29 Eagta . 41 Arioso 53 Always 

30 Jfenw ibbr. 44 "8 - Rh Vu” 54 Verdf of 

31 Others Let 45 Fr. king 55 Idol 

32 Lacerate 48 Gary or Buck 56 Graaaa 

33 TabOf 49 Solemn SB “La — " 


opera 




5HE BOUGHT ME FIVE 
MARSHMALLOW 51/NPAE5, ANP 
I ATE THEM ALL ..OF COURSE, 
NOW, I PON'T FEEL 50 G00P.„ 





Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


HOW MUCH AM 
I BID FDR THIS 
FINE 



Andy Capp 



fis 


l TCH-' THE WaV 
HE SHOWS ME 4 
, UB MOTHER - 
>1 



1 DONT EXPECT 
- ANYTHING 
ELSE FROM 
HIM/FLO- HE*S 
justa LOUT j . 

*4 
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« World We ws 


Way cleared for 
Cambodia parley 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, JffijY 29, 1989 


PARIS (AP) — Warring Cambo- 
dian factions have agreed on a 
seating arrangement for their rep- 
resentatives at next week's inter- 
national conference on Cambo- 
dia, French officials said. 

Officials of the Vietnamese- 
backed Cambodian government 
and three rebel groups that form 
a resistance coalition reached a 
compromise during a meeting at 
the French Foreign Ministry, a 
ministry spokesman said. 

A solution had been sought' 
since Tuesday, when talks be- 
tween Prime Minister Hun Sen 
and the three resistance leaders 

— Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
Khieu Samphan of the Commun- 
ist Khmer Rouge and Son Sann of 
the non-Communist Khmer Peo- 
ple's National Liberation Front 

— broke off over the issue. 

Hun Sen rejected Sihanouk's 

proposal for one joint Cambo- 
dian delegation, while Sihanouk 
would oof accept Hun Sen's prop- 
osal for two delegations — one 
for the Vietnamese-backed gov- 
ernment and one grouping "the 
three rebel organisations. 

Under the compromise. Cam- 
bodia would be one entity listed 
alphabetically between Brunei 
and Canada but with four sub- 
delegations. The factions would 
be seated in alphabetical order. 

The Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said ihere were no plans for 





Adnan Khashoggi 


Khashoggi 



NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Saudi financier Adnan Khashoggi 
has posted $10 million bail and 
traded his jail cell for a 12,790- 
square-metre luxury apartment 
and an electronic monitoring 
bracelet. 

.As he left the U.S. courthouse 
Thursday. Khashoggi smiled and 
promised to stay in the country to 
face charges that he helped de- 
posed Philippines President Fer- 
dinand Marcos and his wife, 1m- 
elda. defraud the Philippines 
treasury. 

Khashoggi. who has been in 
custody since his arrest in 
Switzerland April 18, was re- 
leased after his brothers posted 
two SS-million bank checks. 

"I am pleased that the courts 
have granted me bail." he said 
before being driven away in a 
silver limousine. "I am anxious to 
begin work for my defence and 
look forward to clearing my name 
at trial." 

Khashoggi. in the same green 
leisure suit he wore when he was 
extradited from Switzerland July 
19. needed the help of federal 
marshals to push back reporters 
so he could get into his car. 

He was driven to an apartment 
he owns in the luxury Olympic 
Towers building on Fifth Ave- 
nue. 

His movements will be moni- 
tored by an electronic device he 
must wear on his ankle. He is not 
allowed to travel outside New 
York and the city's northern sub- 
urbs. 

One of the Barclays Bank 
checks posted as bail was signed 
by his brother. Essam Khashoggi. 
and the other by his half-brother. 
Amr Khashoggi. __ 

His release was cleared Thurs- 
day morning when an appeals 
judge denied a request by pro- 
secutors to revoke the bail pack- 
age granted Tuesday by U.S. 
District Judge John Keenan. 

Judge William Pierce of the 
U.S. 2nd circuit court of appeals 
lifted a stay on Khashoggi's re- 
lease in denying the appeal. 

Prosecutors h3d opposed his 
release because they claimed 
Khashoggi had concealed bis true 
wealth 'and was likely to flee. 

Earlier in the day, Khashoggi 
also promised Keenan he would 
not leave the country. 

"I want to assure your honour 
that l will abide because I cherish 
the relationship with America." 
Khashoggi said. 

. He made the comment during a 
Status conference on the case that 
had been previously scheduled. 

Keenan set a March 14, 1990. 
trial date for Khashoggi, Mrs. 
Marcos and another defendant, 
the California Overseas Bank of 
Los Angeles. 


the Cambodian leaders to meet 
a gain before the international 
conference opens Sunday. Repre- 
sentatives from nearly 20 coun- 
tries, including U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze, were expected to 
attend the opening. 

China, Vietnam, Britain, In- 
dia, Indonesia and Thailand also 
were expected to send repre- 
sentatives. 

The conference was to try to 
work out a peace plan and agree- 
ment. on the composition of a 
government following the with- 
drawal of Vietnamese troops 
from Cambodia, scheduled to be 
completed by the end of 
September. 

One subject to be discussed 
was ve ri fication of the Viet- 
namese withdrawal, which Hun 
Sen has promised would be com- 
plete by Sept. 27. Sihanouk 
claims tens of thousands of Viet- 
namese are now disguised as 
Cambodian soldiers. 

Also to be considered was in- 
ternational supervision of elec- 
tions to be held in Cambodia, 
possibly after formation of an 
interim government that would 
include representatives of the re- 
sistance and Huu Sen's govern- 
ment. 

The major question appears to 
be what role, if any. the Khmer 



India to pull out 
Sri Lanka forces 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — India will begin with- 
drawing its 45,000 troops from Sri Lanka Saturday, 
resolving a row winch severely damaged relations 
between the countries, the two government , said 
Friday. 


BUN SEN (left), Cambodia’s Vietnamese- backed prime minister; 
former monarch Prince Norodom Sihanouk; French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas; ex-Prime Minister of Cambodia Son-Sann; and 
Khmer Rouge leader Khieu Samphan (foreground), pose on the steps 
of the Hmifan in the Paris suburbs of Cefle-Saint-Ckrad prior to the 
resumption of this week’s talks to seek a solution for Cambodia. 


Rouge would play in an interim 
government. Hun Sen rejects any 
participation by tbe rebel group, 
which is blamed for the deaths of 
hundreds of thousands of Cambo- 
dians when tbe Khmer Rouge 
ruled the country from 197S until 


Vietnam’s invasion in (ate 1978. 

Sihanouk argues the Chinese- 
backed Khmer Rouge, tbe 
strongest of the guerrilla factions, 
would continue to fight if shut out 
of tbe government, ensuring con- 
tinued strife. 


‘The president of Sri Lanka, 
Ranasing be Premadasa, hag re- 
quested the prime minister of 
India, Rajiv Gandhi, to recom- 
mence withdrawing the Indian 
peace keeping force (TPKF),” a 
joint statement said. 

It said the pullout would bean 
Saturday, the deadline set by 
Premadasa for withdrawal to 
begin. 

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister 
Ran j an Wijerante will fly to De- 
lhi Saturday to discuss a schedule 
for the withdrawal of the rest of 
the Endian contingent, tbe state- 
ment said. 

It said he and his delegation 
would discuss the end of military 
operations by remaining Indian 
troops. 

Premadasa has asked Indian 
troops to cease hostile operations 
against guerrillas of the Libera- 
ti on T igers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE), with whom Colombo is 
holding peace talks. 

Wijeratne will also discuss with 
the Indian side safety and security 


in tbe north and east of the 
island, which is inhabited mostly 
by Tamils, the statement said. - 

Premadasa scheduled a nation- 
wide address on state-run televi- 
sion and radio Friday night. 

“We should be grateful to the 
government of India for agreeing 
to recall the Indian army... acced- 
ing to my request,” Premadasa 
said in his speech, the text of 
which was released in advance. 

In New Delhi, the Indian gov- 
ernment announced the two 
countries had signed an agree- 
ment that provided for- its 
peacekeeping troops- to begin 
pulling out of Sri Lanka 
Saturday. 

The government did not say 
how many soldiers would leave or 
when the withdrawal would be 
completed. 

In his speech, Premadasa cal- 
led for Sri Lankans to work 
together to repair the damage 
from six years of efonicvioilence. 

“The protests staged against 
the continuance of the EPKF in 


Bloch reportedly admitted links with KGB 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Felix 
Bloch, the U.S. diplomat under 
investigation for allegedly 
spying for the Soviet Union, told 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tions (FBI) agents he had been 
paid “a lot of money” by tbe 
Soviet intelligence service dur- 
ing a relationship of “many 
years,” a newspaper reported 
Friday. 

The new development m the 
Bloch case came after officials 
disclosed in Washington that 
Bloch received recent merit 
raises totalling more than 
$13,000 for work “weB above, 
average.” 

Bloch’s reported admissions 
ramp in his one brief interview 
with the FBI June 22, the New 
York Times reported in its Fri- 
day editions, quoting an “offi- 
cial involved in the case” as its 
source. 

Informed of this report, three 
administration sources familiar 
with tbe Bloch case said m 
Washington Thursday night 


they had not been informed of 
such admissions. 

But the Associated Press 
learned from a congressional 
source that the FBI believes 
Bloch was recruited by the 
KGB, the Soviet intelligence 
service combining the Auctions 
of the FBI and the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA), dar- 
ing his service at the U.S. 
embassy in East Berlin 14 years 
ago. 

Bloch reportedly refused to 
discuss with the FBI any possi- 
ble spyii^ activities or his mo- 
tives. 

The newspaper said tbe FBI 
received information that 
prompted major interest in a 
trip the diplomat was making to 
Europe. In Moscow, a Soviet 
government spokesman said the 
Soviet Union had no connection 
with Bloch. 

Gennady I. Gerasimov; the 
Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
said allegations that Bloch was a 
spy for the Soviet Union were a 


result of a new “wave of spyma- 
nia f * sparked by tbe U.S. 
media. 

In a follow-up to questions 
asked Wednesday, Gerasimov 
said be made inquiries about 
Bloch’s activities. “The name of 
Bloch was not GunUiar. We have 
no connection with him. We 
have nothing to do with him,” 
told a regular news briefing. 

He said: “It is lamentable 
that the U.S. press fans such 
hysteria.” 

On Thursday, meanwhile, a 
U.S. official who asked not to be 
identified said Bloch received a 
merit raise of $4,500 for fiscal 
year 1983-84, $4,000 for 1984- 
85 and $4,800 for 198536. • 

Tbe pay incre ases were pven 
to Bloch while he served as the 
deputy chief of mission at the 
U.S. embassy in Vienna, where 
he was posted from 1980 to 
1987. Recommendations for the 
merit awards were made by, 
among others, tin; US. ambas- 
sador to Austria who has been 


pubfidy critical of Bloch's per- 
formance, said the official. 

The State Department calls' 
such raises performance pay 
awards, granted only to those 
whose work is deemed “well 
above average,” said another 
official, who also insisted on 
anonymity. 

Government sources have 
said Bloch was videotaped in 
Paris handling a briefcase to a 
Soviet agent. He has not been 
charged with a crime, but his 
diplomatic passport and State 
Department credentials have 
been revoked. 

Agents are engaged in what is 
expected to be a lengthy, and 
possibly futile, search for tbe 
specific evidence required to 
c ha rge Bloch under the U.S. 
Espionage Act, mdwfing what 
scouts, if any, were comprom- 
ised. Government sources have 
thus for been unwffling to say 
when they befieve Bloch began 
spying for the Soviets. 

In other developments related 


to the case: 

— President George Bush 
added bis voice to those advo- 
cating improved U.S. chub ter in- 
tefiigeace efforts since disclo- 
sure that Bloch is wider inves- 


— Government sources famil- 
iar with the care said the 54- 
year-old State Department offi- 
cial coold retaain free for a long 
time while FBI agents try to 
identity specific secrets, if any, 
that he may have timed over to 
the Soviets. 

The ambassador during most 
of Bloch’s tenure hi Vienna was 
Helene von Damm, who was a 
senior White House secreta r y to 
former President Ronald 
Reagan before being appointed 
to the Vienna post. ... 

Von Damm, who left during a 
social flap involving her mar- 
riage to an Austrian, was re- 
placed by Ronald Lander, nqw 
a Republican candidate for the 
mayor’s Job in New York City. 


Key leader of Filipino 
Communists captured 


MANILA (AP) — Soldiers have 
captured one of the country’s 
most prominent communist lead- 
ers and officials immediately 
hailed the anest as a major set- 
back to the 20-year-old commun- 
ist insurgency. 

Satuur Ocampo, 50. a suspected 
central committee member of the 
banned Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP). was arrested 
with his common-law wife. Caro- 
lina Malay, 50. in suburban 
Makati district, the military said 
Thursday. 

in an unrelated operation, 
troops arrested 15 other sus- 
pected rebels in raids on 23 guer- 
rilla hideouts throughout the 
capital, said Brigadier-General 
Alexander Aguirre. Manila area 
commander. 

Before his capture. Ocampo 
issued statements to media agen- 
cies on behalf of the National 
Democratic Front (NDF), an 
umbrella organisation of 12 Mar- 
xist groups including the CPP and 
its armed wing, the New People’s 
Army (NPA). 

In the latest rebel statement, 
issued four days ago, Ocampo 
renewed the front's offer to de- 
clare a ceasefire if President 
Corazon Aquino promised to 
dose U.S. bases here by 1991. 

Both former journalists, 
Ocampo and Malay served as 


negotiators for the front during 
peace talks with the government 
that collapsed in January 1987. 
Military officials say Ocampo 
headed the party’s united front 
commission, with Malay as his 
deputy. 

Aquino, who has vowed to 
crush the rebellion bay the end of 
her term in 1992, congratulated 
the military for Ocampo's arrest, 
calling it an “outstanding feat." 

Major-General Ramon Monta- 
no. chief of the Philippine Con- 
stabulary, said Ocampo’s capture 
was the “beginning of te end" of 
the communist rebellion. He said 
.the arrest was significant because 
Ocampo took charge of the rebel 
movements propaganda cam- 
paign. 

“With his capture, we are hop- 
ing that this effective propaganda 
machine will be reduced in effi- 
ciency.” said Montano. 

“As for as we are concerned, 
the capture is a breakthrough, 
particularly in terms of further 
weakening the insurgency," said 
Noel Toientino. a deputy spokes- 
man for Aquino. 

But Ocampo said his arrest was 
“part of the armed struggle and 
does not mean significant change 
in the movement." 

“The organisation is a big 
one," Ocampo said of the rebel 
movement. “Previously, sup- 



Papandreou faces 
wiretapping inquiry 


Satnr Ocampo 

posed known leaders had also 
been captured. This has not 
caused a big dent. There is a long, 
wide bench with responsible com- 
rades who would take over.” 

The military claims to have 
captured about 10 central com- 
mittee members since Aquino 
took power in 1986, although one 
of them, Romulo Kintanar, has 
since escaped. 

Ocampo, who was presented to 
reporters at a military camp, said 
he and Malay were riding in their 
car when another vehicle over- 
took and cut them off. Three 
pistol-wielding soldiers then 
jumped from the car and arrested 
them. 

Military officials said the pair 
would be charged with rebellion. 


ATHENS (AP) — Parliament on 
Friday voted in favour of investi- 
gating allegations that former 
Socialist Premier Andreas Papan- 
dreou ran an illegal wiretapping 
network. 

The 300-member parliament 
voted 170-119 in favour of setting 
up a committee to probe the 
allegations, made by foe centre- 
right New Democracy Party. A 
total of 294 deputies were present 
and five abstained. 

Once the committee is formed 
it has one month to try to sub- 
stantiate the allegations. If it 
finds that charges can be pressed, 
a special high court would be 
convened to try Papandreou. 

Papandreou’s Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement (Pasok) ruled 
Greece for eight years until it was 
swept from power in foe June 18 
elections, in which ho party re- 
ceived a majority. 

The Conservatives and the 
Communist-dominated Coalition 
of foe Left and Progress agreed to 
govern for three months together 
to try to clean up Greek politics. 

But in a surprising move, the 
coalition voted against investigat- 
ing three former heads of the 
Ministry of Transport and Com- 
munication. In a proposal submit- 
ted one week ago, New Demo- 
cracy had charged that foe three 


former ministers were involved in 
tire illegal eavesdropping. 

Papandreou, on a honeymoon 
with his new wife, was not in 
parliament. 

During the often-stormy seven- 
and-a-half hour debate. New 
Democracy deputies charged that 
Papandreou used facilities pro- 
vided by Greece’s national intelli- 
gence service, known as EYP, 
and the state-run Greek Tele- 
communications Corporation to 
eavesdrop on the Greek presi- 
dent, political foes and his own 
cabinet ministers. 

“None of us ever complained 
about legal wiretaps, but this was 
an unprecedented network eaves- 
droppng on politicians, journal- 
ists and even member's of their 
party,” New Democracy Leader 
Constantine Mitsotakls said. 

“Andreas Papandreou headed 
this. The monitoring was carried 
out ...for foe gains of Andreas . 
Papandreou,” be added. 

Mrtsotakis contended that the 
three ex-officials also were re^ 
sponsible because they foiled to 
stop foe wiretapping. 

Bui coalition President Harflaos 
Florakis arged that Papandreou, 
as head of intelligence services, 
bore sole responsibility for foe 
scandal. 


Palme killing may be Sweden's Kennedy assassination 


By Arthur Max 

The Associated Press 

STOCKHOLM — The convic- 
tion of Christer Pettersson for 
the 1986 killing of Prime Minis- 
ter Olof Palme has left lingering 
questions that many Swedes 
were asking as soon foe verdict 
was announced. 

Pettersson. a 42-year-old 
with a long record of crime, 
drunkenness and drug abuse, 
was sentenced Thursday to life 
imprisonment. 

But the Palme file still has 
plenty of pages blank for advo- 
cates of conspiracy theories. It 
promises to become Sweden's 
equivalent to the 1963 assas- 
sination of U.S. President John 
F. Kennedy. 

Palme, a dynamic four-term 
premier and Swdeden’s leading 
political figure for two decades. 


was shot as he walked home 
with his wife Lisbefo from a 
downtown movie theatre on 
Feb. 28; 1986. 

The two professional judges 
on the jury voted to acquit 
Pettersson for lack of evidence, 
but they were overruled by the 
six lay jurors. 

In a 46- page verdict, the jury 
pinned its judgment on Mrs. 
Palme's identification of Pet- 
tersson. She said she saw him 
standing five metres away just 
after her husband crumpled to 
the street. 

"The way she identified him 
at the trial is. according to the 
court, very convincing,” the 
judgment said. 

It died other witnesses who 
saw Pettersson waiting for the 
Palmes and following them. 
This testimony “supported Lis- 
befo Palme's identification to 


such a degree that the court 
finds it without reasonable 
doubt that he fired the two 
shots.’’ 

The two dissenting judges 
noted that foe murder weapon, 
a .357-calibre Magnum revol- 
ver, was never found, and no 
physical evidence surfaced to 
link Pettersson with the shoot- 
ing. Noone swore to seeing him 
fire a weapon. 

• “The factor of uncertainty is 
so prominent that we can’t vote 
to convict," said Judge Michael 
Af Geijerstam. 

The motive is tbe biggest 
unanswered question in the 
case. Why would Pettersson kill 
Palme? 

The written judgment 
ignored the issue. During the 
fore-week trial foe prosecution 
intimated that Pettersson simp- 
ly hated all authority. Petters- 


son, who maintained his inno- 
cence, claimed to be an admirer 
of Palme. 

Why did no one claim foe 
$8-miuion reward? 

Since Pettersson was arrested 
Dec. 14, news reports have 
questioned whether Pettersson, 
a heavy drinker and user of 
amphetamines, could have kept 
his mouth shut about the 
killing. 

“Doubts will continue to 
gnaw, because Pettersson 
doesn’t fit the picture of the 
killer of a prime minister,” mid 
Ulla Bondeson, a criminologist 
from Malmo. “No official in- 
vestigation can ever kill foe 
speculation,” she said. 

“This verdict is foe worn 
possible conclusion. The 
national trauma will continue,” 
said political commentator Yrsa 
Stem os. “There is no motive. 


no logical chain of events lead- 
ing up to foe incident.'’ 

Palme’s international stature 
and involvement in disarma- 
ment issues gave rise to theories 
of international intrigue. 

Investigators focussed oh 
possible conspiracies during foe 
• first year. Most centered oil 
militant Kurdish exiles, 
angered at a crackdown by 
Palme's Soda] Democratic gov- 
ernment. 

The Iranian leadership of the 
late Ayatollah RuhoHah 
Khomeini was among others 
suspected. Those theories were 
eventually dismissed as ground- 
less, but speculation is bound to- 
hannt the case. 

Four hours before Palme was' 
foot, the files on tax investiga- 
tion against him disappeared jp 
a break-in at tbe county adim- : 
nistrative .appeals court . 


Peking 

blames 


FT 


all woes 

PEKING ( AP) — A national 
campaign to rally support for the 
army’s crackdown on pro-demo- 
cracy protests has singled out 
party veteran Than Ziyaag for 
criticism, casting him as foe thief 
culprit for most of China’s prob- 
lems. 

When the party Central Com- 
mittee ousted Zhao June -24 as 
part general secretary, it accused 
him of spirting the- -party and 
supporting student-led demon- 
strations that were crushed by 
soldiers in early June. The crack- 
down left hundreds and perhaps 
thousands dead. 

Since then he has been blamed 
for many problems, induding the 
nation’s economic woes, rampant 
corruption, pornography, bad 
literature and lower worker pro- 
ductivity. 

Zhao first came under direct 
criticism by other party leaders 
last year for problems arising 
from China’-s economic reform 
programme. 

Having spearheaded market- 
oriented reforms initiated by 
senior leader Deng Xiaoping, he 
was held responsible when decen- 
tralisation of foe.economy contri- 
buted to runaway inflation and 
panic buying. 

Recent commentaries in foe 
official media have repeated 
those criticisms and added new 
accusations. 

Government spokesman Yuan 
Mu told reporters that because 
Zhao allegedly neglected to 
promote communist ideological 
education, he also should be 
blamed for endemic corruption. 

“Zhao Ziyang once openly 
stated that corruption is inevit- 
able in the primary stages of a 
commercial economy,” Yuan 
said. 

Hie head of foe national trade 
federation, Ni Zhifa, said work- 
ers’ enthusiasm, add implicitly, 
their productivity was low be- 
cause “some persons” bad adyo- 
. rated blunting tbe leading role of 
the working class. The phrase 

“some persons,” increasingly, 
common rn editorials and 
speeches, is understood to mean 



our country ***** now cease. By 
resorting to strikes and disruptive 
activities based on such protests, 
we are causing damage and harm 
to ourselves ” foe president said. 
“It is our own people who g* 1 
killed. It is our own people who 
suffer as. a result. It is our coun- 
try's economy foal suffers-’’ 

Indian Prune Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi had refused to mect Pre- 
m&dasa's deadline for a troop 
withdrawal, saying a hasty pull- 
out ro pid fead to more bloodshed 
on the troubled Indian Ocean 
island. . 

Premada&a's deadline coin- 
cided with die second anniversary 
of the peace accord that brought 
the Indian troops to Sri Lanka's 
northeast. 

The soldiers were initially de- 
ployed to supervise foe July 29, 
1987,- accord that promised li- 
mited autonomy to- Sri Lanka's 
minority Tamils, who were de- 
manding an independent nation. 

Preinadasa's repeated requests 
and Gandhi's refusal led to fears 
of an armed confrontation be- 
tween foe Indian and Sri Lankan 
troops. • 

Bui Wijeratne Thursday ruled 
out a mili tary dash with Sn Lank- 
a's powerful northeastern neigh- 
bour. “We know our limita- 
tions,” he said. 



“Zhao Ziyang for a long time 
has not spoken about relying on 
foe leadership of the working 
class” complained a legislator. 

A group of writers and artists 
blamed him for pornography. 

“Comrade Zhao Ziyang. ..cer- 
tainty didn’t firmly grasp 1 p arty 
ideology... so that all sorts -of 


a roacf sign to waii ufotqosbcf ^ ' 

haunting hazard T. gjhosts.-tcos-. 
ring. The rod and while triangular 
sign, Olustrated with a. spectre, - 
warns drivers of a supernatural * 
hazard some workers c&fo extsfc • 
along a southern Norway secoa- . _ 
dary road, near a highway dqstet-’ 
raent vacationcabih, reports said.- ■ 
“Some of our people have expert-:^ 
©need so many strtmge things: 
foe cabin that they swear mere -V 
are ghosts in the area,”! state- * 
highway departmdnc spokesman, 
Geir Haste fold foe Norttgiaq 
news - agency NT$. Tbe carfov’ 
formerly used by highway watch- 
men, is reputed to be foe rite Of - 
numerous a ^explained incidents. . 
Haste said the sipi, which meets 
national standards! was made by ' 4 
foe highway offic^ to mark foe : 
100th anniversary of the Gehran- 
ger Highway. The' idea mis not 
cleared with the highway depart- 
ment main office, he saM. “The •_ 
road isn't used mufch anymore so . 
we didn’t see anyjproblem with . 
posting the sign,” Waste told Oslo 
newspaper Verde ris Gang. 

Puccini opera 
scores stolen 

LUCCA. Italy (R) — Handwrit- 
ten scores of six ejoty operas by 
Italian composer Giacomo Pucci- 
ni were stolen Thursday from a 
museum in his home town Lucca, •• 
police said. The scores were writ- 
ten between 1882 fold 1884 <vhefl 
Puccini, best knowh for his oper- 
as “Madame Butterfly” and “La 
Boheme,” was in Jus mid-twen- 
ties. 

Elastic Jumping 
fad bannedj 

PARIS (AP) — It ft now illegal In ' 
France to tie an elastic band to 1 
your feet and junto off into the 
void. The practice had become a : . 
minor fed, with thefcourageousor 
reckless flinging themselves off, 
for example, foe I Eiffel Tower 
and bouncing headfirst several 
times in midair. Tile government . 
issued its temporary ban after a - 
third death this year resulting ; . 
from the fed. Emmanuel Bottin, 
a 27-year-old Frenchman, was 
killed July 18 whpn the elastic 
band attaching hint to a bridge in 
foe Alps snapped' on the third 
bounce, dropping him into tbe / 
rocks 30 metres below. “This is 
a new and dangerous physical 
activity,” the French interior and 
sports ministries said in a joint 
statement Thursday. “Such ah 
activity cannot continue without 
serions guarantees for the safety of 
the participants befog required of . 
organisers.” There Was no indica- 
tion how Jong it Would take to ■ 
draw up regulation^ under winch 
the sport could resume. 

C J.R.’ gets new 
‘bad girl’ 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — J.R. 
Ewing will have a new “bad gfrr_ t _ 
to contend with i t hi s season: ■. 
blood actress Kimberly Foster, 
who will play a vixen on “Dal- . 
las.” Foster said she screamed in - 
delight when told she had foe part, 
on foe CBS Television show. “It’s . 
scary going into a show that’s 
been going for 12 years. It's -kind- V 
of like I’ve been invited to a 
really big party where you don’t ,, 
know any of the 'iguests,” said 
Foster, who wfll be relatively new - 


unusual step, her name will 
appear in tbe main titles. “You 
always need someone to stir up 
die pot,” said executive producer 
Leonard KatzmanJ “And every-.- 
body loves a bad) girt." Other 
newcomers to the, long-running 
series: Sasha Mitchell as a well- 
built man who may'be J.R.'s son; 
and Elizabeth Taylor’s son 
Michael Wilding as a powerful art 
gallery owner. 


garoage appeared in Our society,” 
Gu Z no ga ug of the China dance 
association said at a forum orga- 
nised by the. party propaganda 
department. 
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